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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter; The Son of man came to seek 
and to save that which was lost.—Luke 19: 10 


2. gu-Ghoriet’s Gable Tall...... ... 2°. 2s Luke 14 : 7-24 
2. April 12.—The Journey to Emmaus “(Easter 

EE SE ES rer, © ‘Luke 24 : 13-35 

3. April 19.— The Cost of Discipleship ....... Luke 14 : 25-35 


. April 26.—The Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin 


Luke 15 : 1-10 
5. May 3-—The Prodigal Son (Temperance sapmcaee TLauke 15: 11-32 


6. May 10.—The Unjust Steward ‘ uke 16 : 1-13 

May 17.—The Rich Man and Lazarus . . Luke 16 : 14, 15) 19-3 

. May 24.—Unprofitable Servants ..... . Luke 17 : 1-10 

9. May 3r.—The Grateful Samaritan . Luke 17 : 11-19 

Or, Whitsuntide Lesson—The Revealing Spirit . ._.. 3 Cora 

10. June 7.—The Coming ofthe Kingdom... ... Luke 173 20-37 

11. June 14.—The Friend of Sinners . . . . Luke 18 a } 19: I-10 

12. June 2r.—The Great Refusal. ......... ark to : 17-38 
13. June 28.—Review : The Seeking Saviour. 


% 
The Lamp of Faith 


By Arthur Wallace Peach 


LITTLE lamp of faith, how bright + 
You shine in this great world, 
Unblown though winds of ages gone 
Have round you whirled. 


In childish hand and hand of age 
You gleam undimmed and clear, 

A steadfast light when day is done 
And night draws near. 


The cynic mocks your humble flame, 
And follows lights untrue, 

But, ah, he too, at life’s gray end, 
Turns back to you. 


O little lamp of faith, shine on 
And cheer our earthways dim, 

An answer to the love within 
The heart of Him! 








A far-reaching decision was reached at the Phila- 
delphia Conference on the International Lessons. It 
ts reported on page 298. 


ae 
How to be Good 


Many ' believe that we can be good without God ; 
and it is sometimes suggested that the public schools 
can effectively teach morals without religion. It is a 
perilous thing if schools seem to succed in this ; for, 
as President William Douglas Mackenzie has said, 
‘* You cannot train a child to be good without God, 
without making him an atheist.’’ Moral goodness is 
the exclusive work of God ; we can no more have one 





without the other than we can have an effect without 
acause. ‘*Apart from me ye can do nothing,"’ said 
Christ even to his own disciples ; and God is saying 
the'same word to the whole world, The blessing back 
of it all is that, when we really see this truth and act 
upon it, we can receive the actual goodness and life 
of God as-our own through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 


<— 
When Two Lives Touch 


Coldness in our contact with others destroys many 
an opportunity of service. Warmth wins; and the 
Christian's business is a winning one. The writer of 
a story in a widely read secular periodical says of one 
of its characters, who had a way of spending himself 
unselfishly for others, ‘‘ Other lives had always touched 
him closely, and at the contact points Peter glowed, 
fused, amalgamated.’’ That ought to be said much of 
the time of all us Christians. For when the contact 
point glows with sympathy there can pass from one 
life into another, not only helpfulness, but Christ 


himself. 
ax 
The Finished Work 


There is no more need for us to yield again to 
known sin than for Christ to be crucified again. When 
a work is finished it does not have to be done over 
again, And Christ finished a twofold work for us 
nineteen centuries ago : he forever paid the death pen- 
alty of the sins of all men, and he forever broke the 
power of the sins of all men. Men can acceptor reject 
the finished work that Christ did for them. They 
can reject his entire work for them ; or they can accept 
part of it and reject part of it for the time being. Thus 


< 


many Christians accept from Christ their finished 
deliverance from the penalty of their sins, without 
accepting their equally finished deliverance from the 
present power of their sins, But we may live in the 
freedom and blessing of the entire work of Christ, if 
we will. Do we believe ‘‘that our old man was cru- 
cified with him, that the body of sin might be done 
away, that so we should no longer be in bondage to 
sin’’? If we yield ourselves to his mastery, and trust 
him to apply to us with supernatural power the 
results of his finished work for us, he will hold us, 
sinful though our natures are, in complete freedom 
from the power of known sin. This is the result 
of the work that he finished on the cross.. It is what 
he came from heaven to do ; and he has done it. Is 
it not time that we accepted from his open hand ad? 
that he offers us in himself ? 


ax 
Climate Proof 


No circumstances can defeat or discourage the 
spirits of one in whom God's Spirit reigns. And 


‘ Christianity is the religion that gives us the miracle 


power and presence of God's own Spirit. Dr, W. L. 
Watkinson is quoted as having written: ‘‘I was 
wasting my time the other day over a little fiction. 
The writer said Buddhism was a hundred times better 
than Christianity, but, the author had added, ‘it needs 
a mild climate.’ A mild climate! A religion de- 
pendent on the barometer !'’ Praise God, Christianity 
thrives both on frigidity and on furnace heat! The 
greater the test, the greater the grace, as many a dis- 
ciple of Christ rejoicingly knows. Have we proved 
for ourselves that true Christianity makes its own cli- 
mate, and that that climate is always at its best ? 
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Interest the Index of Our Life 


NTEREST is the response we make to the world of 
fact and thought with which we come into contact. 
Sometimes it seems as unaccountable as the wind, 

blowing ‘‘ where it listeth,’’ and with as little discern- 
ible reason. Why a man should turn with concern 
and with keen intellectual pleasure to one thing, and 
why another thing should not be able to get him to lift 
his heavy-lidded eyes to look at it, would seem unex- 
plainable. And why different men should look with 
interest on such different things is equally beyond our 
unravelling. .More than that, interest seems often 
completely outside of our power, working in regions of 


“the soul far below our will. This or that lesson does 


not stick in our minds, because, as we say, we cannot 
take interest in it. We ought to take interest, we de- 
termine to take interest, but the interest will not come. 
These arrows of truth are barbless ; they slip out of 
mind and heart. Then, perhaps, ‘‘something hap- 
pens,’’ some re-arrangement of the molecules of the 
soul, some new alignment of forces, and the lessons or 
ideas ‘‘catch,’’ we ‘‘take interest’’ now. 

Yet no more than the wind is this strange thing 
really unaccountable, The forces that bring it about 
are all natural, We can not read them, because they 
lie too deep for our perception ; we can not predict 
them, because they are too many and too complex tor 
our calculation. They may beas hard to prognosticate 
as the weather, but they are as completely under law. 

The map of our interests is simply a cross section of 
the soul ; it reveals, to him who can read it, what our 
past history has been, what our original outfit of at- 
tractions was, and what the real affinities of our souls 
are to-day. -He whose interest is found altogether in 
the world of ‘‘sport’’ is shown to be one who had 
originally a certain turn of mind, who has now certain 
impulses and propulses of nature, or has been brought 
up amid certain surroundings. This cross section is 
a very deep one; it goes far beneath the things we 


would like to present as our real characters, below 
even our formal and determined aspirations, to the 
very bedrock of being. It is as relentless as gravity, 
and as undeceivable. It is true there may be deep 
possibilities of interest yet unawakened ; but till they 
are awakened they are, to all intents and purposes, 
non-existent. The steel may be capable of being mag- 
netised, but if it does not turn quivering to the pole 
you know that it has not yet received the subtle touch. 

Interest is simply the answer which life makes to 
enviroment; and it is thetefore the answer to any 
question you may wish to ask about that life in its ac- 
tual quality, power, and condition. 

It tells the story of life's size, how wide it is, how 
long, how inclusive. Narrow interests, narrow life. 
It is a small soul that can rest snugly and comfortably 
around one little self, one little family, one little busi- 
ness, one little town, one little country. By just as 
many realms of fact and life as a man’s concern and 
sympathy fail to touch, you know just how many re- 
gions of his nature lie uninhabited, undeveloped. 
How rich a soul is his whose intellectual appetite and 
heart yearning take in the whole world as it lies under 
the love and longing of Jesus Christ! He who has no 
world interest has no world soul. 

And our interests indicate the quality and stature of 
our life. Macaulay's Sandwich Islander was brought 
in front of the splendid face of St. Paul's Cathedral, 
looked up a minute, and then‘ran into a toyshop’ and 
began to play with beads. The objects that pass 
through a perforated plate indicate the size of the 
holes. As the stream of outer life passes over us, the 
ingredients which our soul’s surface selects reveal its 
own quality. How pure, how spiritual, how material, 
how unselfish, how refined, how gross are our inter- 
ests? So pure, or spiritual, or refined, or gross, are we. 

Interest indicates as infallibly the intensity, the real 
force, of our life-power. Languid interests, languid 
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soul, One may insist that he really has the capacity 
for more ardent, intenser movement, for deeper, wider, 
stronger vibrations of the heart's harpstrings and the 
mind's organ pipes. But till those actually sound, all 
this is mere assertion, genial self-hope. In the pres- 
ence of the intensely vibrating heart of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, in the presence of the living God who is a 
consuming fire against all sin and a consuming love 
so great that he gave his only begotten Son, we must 
repent in dust and ashes that we care so little, that 
the things which the very angels in heaven desire to 
look into awake so little answer in our souls. Alas, 
the feeble or stiffened chords of ovr harp of life! 

So any man can take the measure of his own life. 
How many things does he care for, what things does 
he care for, how much does he care for them? The 
index finger points ; no man can say it nay. 

But the index does not have to remain where it is 
now. Elusive, spontaneous, uncontrollable as interest 
appears to be, it is not wholly so, It can not be per- 
manently moved by any external force, any more than 
the pointer of a spring scale can be; it will take its 
old place when the compelling hand is removed. But 
it can be moved by a change in the inner directive 
forces, There are some things which can be done. 
Indirectly the cogs and wheels of life can be given a 
new arrangement and a new motion. 

The attention can be turned upos that region where 
interest is desired until habit begins to work, and 
repeated thought and act engrave the wished-for groove 
in the mind, Putting forth the activity of interest 
long enough will often, if not always, get the soul to 
acting with real care and appetite. Better than this, 
if the object be worthy, mind and heart will find there 
so many attractive, alluring, appealing things that the 
flame will kindle, grow, and spread. In such fashion 
love grows, and so grows interest. Given a really vi- 
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tal, energetic mind, there is hardly any realm where 
it may not presently catch fire. And the soul natur- 
ally absorbs the things in which it is immersed. Glass 
long exposed to violet rays becomes violet tinted, and 
henceforth is a violet medium, ‘‘subdued to what it 
works in.”’ 

There is a strange 
of life-which in themselves may be colorless or inert. 
Gladstone was a dullard in we are told, till as 
a statesman and patriot he grappled with the problems 
of his country’s economy and finances. Then, in his 
mind and in his hands, they became full of poetry 
and power, What will not the passion for Jesus 
Christ do to broaden and deepen and purify our 
interests ? 

Is there something else? Surely, That wonderful 
work of God in the human soul waich we call regen- 
eration is from one point of view simply this, —the re- 
alignment and recrystallization of the elements and 
forces of the soul around the love of God for us and 
our love for God, so that a new interest has become 
supreme and is beginning to transform all lesser inter- 
ests by its power into its own likeness. God wrought 
it, and God is working at it still, and will work, until 
every thought has been brought into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ, and all the powers have been 
deepened and sweetened into blessed harmony and 
likeness to Him, while He worketh in us both to will 
and to work for His good pleasure. When this cross 
section of our minds reveals gaps, deficiencies, dis- 
tortions, shallows, may we not, shall we not, ask and 
expect that His grace will cause our love to abound 
yet more and more in knowledge and alt discernment, 
that we may approve the things that are excellent, and 
hunger and thirst after the highest, till not one sound 
or thought to which a human spirit should vibrate 
shall fail to awaken our God-given response ? 





As to Church Tennis Clubs 

Athletics is one of the blessings of life. Both 
spiritual and physical usefulness would be, for some, 
sadly impaired if healthy athletic exercise were shut 
out. What, then, is the right relationship between the 
church and athletics? The question is constantly 
arising ; it comes in the following interesting letter 
from a Nova Scotia reader ; 

Our Epworth League is about to form a Tennis Club, and 
I would like to know your opinion on this subject. Do you 
think this would interfere with the spiritual growth of the 
League? Would it promote a greater, or a less, interest in 
the League work? 

I have not anything to say against tennis as a recreation, 
but I do not like the idea of it being connected with any part 
of the church, Would this be a.tendency to draw the world 
and the church too much together? I do not want to be 
narrow-minded, but I am often puzzled over these pleasures 
that are introduced in the church. We find it difficult to raise 
our Forward Movement money for missions, and I am sure if 
we were asked to subscribe more money toward it we would 
say it was impossible ; yet there seems no difficulty to meet 
this demand for the tennis club. Do you think it would be 
wrong to use this money for our own pleasure when so much 
good might be done with it? Or, by having this tennis club 
connected with the League, would it promote a greater interest 
among the members in League work ? 

There is nothing wrong, in itself, with a church ten- 
nis club, There may be circumstances in which such 
a thing is wise and necessary, But let us always re- 
member this: that church is sure to interest people 
most which most conspicuously succeeds at its chief 
business. Thechief business of the~church is to make 
life an utterly new thing for people by bringing Jesus 
Christ into their lives as Saviour, in a transforming, 
supernatural way. The mission of the church is dis- 
tinctively spiritual,—but with tremendously practical, 
concrete results in present life. 

Billy Sunday's preaching, for example, is about as 
interesting preaching as any that is being offered in 
the English-speaking world: and Billy Sunday just 
preaches Christ as Saviour and Lord,—and with the 
most startlingly practical results. He offers no in- 
ducements of a temporal sort to bring people to his 
meetings. He offers them just the gospel. And this 
fact, far more than the sensationalism and other inci- 
dental characteristics of the man, accounts for the 
marvelous power that is seen in his work. 

The church and its young people's societies can 
well afford to take a lesson from Billy Sunday's expe- 
rience. Tennis clubs are admirxable things. The 
community needs them, and ought to have them, with 
many another opportunity for healthful, innocent, re- 
freshing physical recreation. But is it ordinarily a part 





of the church's mission to provide for the athletic or 
physical side of the community's life? If the church 
does its whole duty in bringing Christ in revolutionizing 
fulness into the lives of the individuals of any com- 
munity, those individuals, in their other relationships, 
can and will abundantly provide for the temporal and 
physical needs of themselves and their fellows. If, 
indeed, an Epworth League Tennis Club is formed, 
let it be done with the purpose frankly and prayer- 
fully recognized by some, at least, that it is to be made 
a means of winning young people into the best that 
the Lord Jesus Christ can give them in himself. Then 
the spending of money for such a tennis club 
may be right ; and, if the League is doing its spiritual 
work in full measure, there is likely to be money 
enough for the missionary Forward Movement and for 
a tennis club too, whether the club be within or outside 
the church organization, 


x 
How Were Old Testament People Saved ? 


God saved men long before he sent his only be- 
gotten Son into the world to live and die as a man. 
Was Old Testament salvation a ‘‘Christian*’ salva- 
tion, or not? An Illinois reader asks why it is that 
the Christian plan of salvation should have become 
necessary if men were once saved in some other way : 

We are told in the Bible that Elijah, Abraham, Moses, and 
other saints went to heaven without the necessary plan. If, 
the redemption plan was not necessary to pave the way to 
\heaven for some, why has it since become necessary ? 

If God is almighty he can save man in any way he wants 
to. If he cannot save man by any other way than the neces- 
sary plan, then he is not almighty. Which of the two is it? 

The ‘* necessary plan’’ is Christ ; it has been Christ, 
and Christ only, since the days of Eden. . Adam 
needed Christ, and was saved by Christ, just as much 
as Simon Peter needed Christ and was saved by 
Christ. It is not apparent just what passage in the 
Bible the Illinois reader has in mind when. he sug- 
gests that the Old Testament saints went to heaven 
‘*without the necessary plan’’; for the teaching of 
the Bible is that their only entrance into heaven was 
through Christ their Saviour, even though they did not 
know the historic Jesus as we know him. Paul, as a 
Jew, wrote that the fathers of the Jewish. brethren of 
his generation, or the Old Testament saints, ‘‘ drank 
of a spiritual rock that followed them ; and the rock 
was Christ."’ Again he wrote, *‘ By the works of the 
law shall no flesh be justified in his sight. .... But 
now apart from the law a righteousness of God hath 


force, too, exerted upon details — 
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been manifested, being witnessed by the law and the 
prophets ; even the righteousness of God through 


‘faith in Jesus Christ unto all them that believe ; for 


there is no distinction ; for all have sinned, and fall 
short of the glory of God.’’ The Old Testament 
blood sacrifices pointed forward to the final and 
eternal atonement made by the sacrifice of Christ. 
Those who offered animal sacrifices to God, in the 
spirit of faith in him as their forgiving Saviour-God, 
looked forward to Jesus as their Saviour even though 
they knew this not. ‘The Lamb that hath been 
slain from the foundation of the world’’ is Jesus ; and 
his foreordained and foreknown death opened the 
gates of heaven, and was the way of life, to every be- 
lieving sinner since the foundation of the world. 

Our God is almighty ; and our almighty God works 
in accordance with laws of his own ordaining. If he 
has ordained and decreed that the only way of life for 
sinning men is by the pathway of the freely accepted 
death of his own Son, this does not lessen the omnipo- 
tence of God, but it does heighten for us the wonders 
of his love. God evidently laid upon himself the 
necessity of a plan which should reveal to us his love, 
and which should accomplish for us the supreme 
desire of his love, as no other plan could have done. 
That plan is our marvelous Saviour Christ, blessed 
be his name forever and forever. 


x 
If the Lord’s Work Needs Money 


Money has been well said to be an expression of 
life. It is not strange, therefore, that money is an 
almost universal need. As the church of Christ calls 
for life that its work may go on, so it calls also for the 
minted life that we call money. But we have mis- 
takenly made the church’s need of money one of the 
church's more difficult problems, when it might be 
one of the church’s simplest problems. Recently the 
wife of a minister in the District of Columbia saw a 
letter that her husband was just mailing in answer to 
an inquiry. Said she, ** That is the kind of testi- 
mony The Sunday School Times wants, Let me 
make extracts from both letters and send them to the 
Times.’’ The letter that the minister received con- 
tained the following query : 


Possibly you or some of your men’s Bible class would be 
willing to givé us any ideas or suse estions that you may have 
used to raise money fér the church, such as entertainments or 
lectures, or anything that you might have used, and the prob- 
able cost. 


To this call for counsel of a practical and tested 
sort the experienced minister sent this refreshing re- 
sponse ; 


A good many years since, thirty-five to be exact, after en- 
gaging in, and encouraging my people to raise money for the 
church by the various means commonly in use,—lectures, 
concerts, fairs, suppers, and all kinds of entertainments,—I 
became convinced from the study of God's Word that | was 
wrong, and that the money to be used in Christian service 
should be the free-will offering of the people. I made known 
my conviction at once to my people, and confessed my own 
share in the past methods, and we together agreed to change 
our ways. Since then for thirty-five years with the same peo- 
ple we have never used any other way of raising money than 
by making a plain statement to the people of the need, and 
asking them to provide for it. And it is our experience that 
God has so blessed us in this trust in himself and dependence 
upon him that never once in all this time have we failed to 
receive whatever we have asked for, and we have raised more 
money than in the previous history of the church. 

Frequently I have a letter printed, making an appeal for 
what is needed, and send it out, enclosing a small envelope to 
receive offerings ; but more often the simple statement is all 
that is needed. 


The simplest ways of working are usually the best 
ways, especially when they are God's ways. People 
are usually ready to do better than we give them 
credit for. They are more generous than we suppose. 
And they like to be appealed to on high ground, ®If 
some do not like it, then it is our privilege to show 
them how much more real enjoyment and interest 
there is in giving than in buying. God's’ plans 
always work when we give them a fair trial. May the 
churches of our Lord more and more enter into the 
successful experience of giving freely as the Lord has 
prospered them. 

‘<_O 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


ATHER in heaven, make it easy for us to come close to 
people in tender sympathy and warm appreciation ; and 
make it safe for us to come close—safe for them, and safe 

for us. Show us how to let down the bars. ‘-Endow us with 
thy royal power to bless. Expel from our hearts all venomous 
dislikes. Make us skilful in disarming prejudice and winning 
friends. Make us patient and persistent until we have won 
them. Rid us of self-absorption, self-consciousness, self-seek- 
ing, and sinful sensitiveness ; but make us keenly sensitive to 
others’ needs, worth, sorrows, and joy. And so send us out as 
human magnets, winsome, compelling, unafraid, and generous 
—ardent—until we find the-most obscure and draw to thee the 
most unhkely and forbidding. Lord, renovate our social life ! 
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» LESSON FOR MAY 24 (Luke 17 : 1-10) 
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(THE FOLLY OF THE JINGOES 


The musing of a Modern Dreamer on how wars, ancient and modern, are stirred up 


. 








ROM the window of my chamber I had looked out 
for days down the course of the Kidron as it lay 
like a deep dry moat gathering into itseif the sun- 

light and the warmth of May mornings. I mean that 
little known portion of the valley which runs almost 
due east and furnished the last outer defense of the 
city of Jerusalem on the north. It was directly across 
it, opposite my bedchamber window, that Titus pitched 
his camp when he set his army down to the siege of 
the Holy City. But that only in passing. I said IL. 
had for many mornings looked down this valley to the 
east, and now this morning, rejoicing that the time 


_ had come, I went forth eagerly to walk down it to the 


ridge of Olivet at which the valley, when it strikes it, 
turns a corner at right angles and runs down the eastern 
side of the city and then, inclining a little to the right, 
dewn, down, down, to the depths to join the Hinnom 
below the city. ‘ 

What is so peaceful as a May morning at the Holy 
City in all its indolent quiet and the flower-laden 
sweetness of the air? My particular errand of that 
morning is of no consequence here, but the spirit of 
the morning and of the solitary ramble and of all the 
sweet environment is, The Christian heart, alone in 
this valley, can never entirely divest itself of the peace 
of God that was wrought out here. Not if one would, 
and who would? In memoriam seems to brood like 
a dove over the place. I yield myself to it as I ramble 
on along the pastures of the hillside and under the 
olive trees or pluck the flowers by the wayside on the 
approach to the place where in memoriam dwells, 
** where was a garden.’’ But this garden was not my 
destination on this morning errand. I plunged down 
the ‘steep path that goes on toward Hinnom. The 
shade'of the olives was wanting, and the rays of the 
sun are reflected from a thousand gravestones on the 
slope of Olivet to scorch my head. An open door in 
the wall to the right tempted me, and I turned inside 
to walk in the shelter of the wall and the shade of the 
olive trees. The keeper of the garden intercepted my 
walk, turned me back and unceremoniously led me 
up the hillside to the gate and turned me out. I was 
so uplifted by the morning that this scarce disturbed 
my peaceful mood, and once more I hastened down 
the path in’ the ever-increasing heat until I entered 
and passed through the well-nigh tropical verdure of 
the Kings’ Gardens, turned abruptly to the right 
around the last rock point of the Hill Ophel, and fol- 
lowed the path up the inside valley toward the little 
minaret that stands by the Pool of Siloam. This is 
the destination of my morning walk, and to this place 
I have thought to bring you. 

How quiet and peaceful are these waters of Siloam. 
I went down the stone steps a little way, and, leaning 
upon the rail of the stair, gave myself to medita- 
tion. Far below the waters murmured and tinkled 
in the shadows of their deep receptacle, and then 
softly, silently pass away by the aqueduct in the 
depths and disappear forever. It is but a little 
glimpse of the waters of the great fountain that comes 
out from Jerusalem, the ‘‘ river the streams of which 
make glad the city of our God.’’ These are ‘‘the 
waters of Shiloah that go softly.’’ I yield myself to 
the spirit of the fountain. Would that all life might 
be like this, every day lived in this spirit. 


When an American was Told to ‘‘Get Out” 

I was very soon to learn that there are many things 
antagonistic to such a spirit of life, and which greatly 
tempt one to be altogether of another mind. I had 
hardly given any attention to some maidens who 
washed their clothes in the waters of Shiloah (at least 
I will gallantly call them maidens, though I had grave 
suspicions of the vernal character of the charms which 
their veils so carefully concealed) until a great hulk of 
a fellow who stood idly by them, and who evidently 
considered himself as the special guardian and pro- 
tector of the aforesaid charms, and who doubtless had 
dire suspicions of what seemed to him my prying 
curiosity in daring to look toward the maidens, sud- 
denly made me very much aware of their existence 
and of his by shaking his fist and shouting, as at a 
dog, ‘*imshi'’ (**get out’’). The American spirit is 
not disposed to ‘‘zmshi,"’ but rather to snarl when 
scouted at. So, as he came nearer and grew more 
boisterous and threatening, my hand sought the heavy 


Americans have meted out both warm praise and 
bitter criticism upon the tremendous efforts of 
President Wilson and Secretary Bryan to avert the 
threatened war with Mexico. Arrayed against such 
efforts for peace is the :pirit that the modern 
dreamer discovered from his meditation upon the 
_Holy Land and the Holy Book and the page of past 
and present history. It is the spirit that has caused 
what a London magazine recently described as the 
** unparalleled and ever-growing expenditure upon 
wars and armaments... the poison which has en- 
feebled the credit-system of the world.”’ 





metal tripod of my camera in the green bag that I 
carried, with the thought of defending myself against 
the insolence that had disturbed the peacefulness of 
the place. But at the same time another and a 
quieter voice behind me said zmsAz in rather a coax- 
ing ‘tone. Yielding, I quietly walked backward, 
reached the top.of the steps, and sought again the 
spirit of the place as it tinkled in the ‘‘ waters of 
Shiloah that go softly.’’ 

Yes, it was better so. These are turbulent fellows, 
anda response in kind to their blustering spirit might 
have led to some serious end. The peaceful way of 
the fountain was better. Is not this what the prophet 
meant when he spoke of the folly of those who ‘‘re- 
fuse the waters of Shiloah that go softly,’’ and take 
up with the ways of ‘‘Rezin and Remaliah’s son’’? 
Certainly it would have been the height of folly to 
have forsaken the peaceful ways of the fountain 
and to have taken up, as I was tempted to do, 
with the blustering way of this insolent young 
‘*Rezin’’ and this ‘*me too’’ representative of 
Remaliah's son. 


Threatening David’s Throne 

Come sit beside me in the shade of this great rock on 
the west side of Hinnom, that will shelter us from the 
glare of the noonday sun as in safety we dream over 
these things. Ahaz sat in humble security upon the 
throne of his father David. His very littleness and 
quietness and insignificance were his safety. He 
dwelt among the mountains that are ‘*round about 
Jerusalem,'’ in the midst of a people with whom dwelt 
the mighty Jehovah, who had promised the peace of 
his sheltering providence to be over them. So the 
days of Ahaz passed in -peace by the ‘‘ waters of 
Shiloah that go softly.’"’ But away there to the north, 
where Danyascus, ‘‘the pearl of the East,’’ rests like 
a jewel upon the bosom of the desert, haughty Rezin, 
the king, began to bluster and to threaten, and, 
nearer at hand, ‘‘ Remaliah’s son,’’ on the throne of 
Israel at Samaria, echoed the insolence of Rezin. 

Then Ahaz began to stir himself in resentment by 
imitating their example and method. It was a royal ex- 
hibition of this petty little scene we have just had at the 
fountain, His hand also was stretched forth to pre- 
pare to meet-them in their own way. The weapon to 
which his hand went out was the warrior king of 
Assyria, the mighty Tiglath Pilezer, whom he desired 
to join with him and put to silence these blustering 
fellows. He /e/t just like doing so. How many 
other nations under provocation have felt-so, And 
how many, like my foolish self this morning by the 
‘*waters of Shiloah that go softly,’’ have felt just so. 

Then came the great prophet with hot, bitter irony 
to recall the hasty Ahaz to think of the quiet peace 
in which he dwelt and the security of such a life, and 
to point out to him the folly of those who ‘ forsake 
the waters of Shiloah that go softly’’ and take up 
‘‘with Rezin and Remaliah’s son,’’ the folly, the 
criminal folly, of those who forsake the peaceable 
spirit of life, of which the sparkling, tinkling fountain 
of Siloam is a fitting symbol, for the blustering, bel- 
licose attitude of ‘‘Rezin and Remaliah’s son,’’ a 
consummate, irremediable folly, the folly of the 
Jingoes. 

The world has much need of the old prophet yet. 
After nineteen centuries of the gospel message the 
jingoes are still abroad on both: sides of the Atlantic 
in the mosf Christian lands. In a little town of Lom- 
bardy was found a wonderful old crucifix. Careful 


examination discovered a tiny button at the back of it 
which, when pressed, released the lower part of the 
crucifix as a scabbard and revealed that symbol of the 
passion of the Christ as containing a concealed 
dagger. Christian nations to this day exhibit the 
cross to the world with a dagger concealed within. 
How sternly come the tones of the prophet's warning, 
like the laugh of Him who sits on high, against his 
own people who ‘‘refuse the waters of Shiloah that 
go softly’’ and take up with ‘* Rezin and Remaliah’s 
son.”’ 

Chancelleries count their rivals’ battleships and 
then lay heavier burdens upon the shoulders of the 
people to outdo all the others. Demagogues fill the 
ears of the people with their mock heroics about the 
imminent danger of being overwhelmed by unseen 
foes if they are not forever armed to the teeth, and so 
persuade those who are soldiers of the Prince of Peace 
to surround themselves with bristling bayonets and to 
lay upon themselves the intolerable burden of sustain- 
ing all the rank and the power of the infamous blus- 
tering challenge of great standing armies. Even the 
tutors of youth are often found gathering the boys ot 
the land into martial ranks, decking them in the 
trappings of war, filling their young minds with the 
sanguinary phraseology of battle-lore, and giving them 
the discipline of the soldier to hold them in prepared- 
ness for a suitable response to some possible threaten- 
ing ‘‘ Rezin’’ or ‘* Remaliah’s son’’; all this warlike 
preparation, when all the time the strength of all is 
in sitting by the ‘waters of Shiloah that go softly.’’ 
Trust not in martial preparedness but in the Prince of 
Peace. 

But there are jingoes in little circles as in great. 
What boy has ever been able to escape the poisonous 
sentiment that it is a special mark of manliness to be 
able to take care of himself against all comers, to the 
obscuring of the real truth about nobility that the 
mien and demeanor of a gentleman is the most invul- 
nerable panoply for all the rough-and-tumble places 
of life. The ‘manly art of self-defense !’’ is. the 
way of Rezin and Remaliah’s son, and is but a clumsy, 
blundering substitute for the noble art of being a gen- 
tleman. ‘‘Is that person a lady ?’’ asked one of tlie 
social jingoes in derision. ‘‘I donot know, but Iam 
a gentleman,’’ was the reply of one who, even in the 
little amenities of life, lived by the ‘‘ waters of Shiloah 
that go softly.’ For there are social jingoes too, 
Ishmaelites and Ishmaelitesses whose hand (and 
tongue) is against every man (and woman). To live 
quietly and leave other people to do the same is not 
in all their thoughts, nor to let other people have 
notions of their own without trying to show their utter 
absurdity, or plans of their own without trying to over- 
throw them. Oh, ambition, thou that thinkest to 
scale the walls of heaven alone, that thinkest the 
world in need of a leader and thyself the divinely 
chosen one for such a mission, beware! rely not 
upon cabal and intrigue and finesse. Remember 
‘*Rezin and Remaliah’s son.’’ Be thyself something 
of worth and go humbly and sit quietly by the 
‘‘waters of Shiloah that go softly." Whoever thou 
art and whatever thy station, yield not thyself to the 
spirit of this world, the spirit of bluster and weakness, 
but to the spirit to which Christ called the world, the 
meek and quiet spirit of the ‘‘ pure in heart."’ 


The Path of the Titanic 


I returned from my noonday rest in the shade of 
the great rock to my chamber over the Brook Kidron, 
and later to home and friends and Western life again, 
and to-day as I write down these dreams in my note- 
book for vou I am again on the Atlantic. The sea is 
as peaceful as some lakelet in sylvan dell, as bright 
and smiling and innocent-looking as the child-face of 
some sleeping babe. Yesterday, too, it was soy just 
so, and in its most placid moment the captain said, 
‘« Here is where the Titanic went down.’’ There was 
not a frown on the face of the deep, not a stain on 
the bright blue waters, not a trace of a tear. Only 
the mariner’s compass could find that spot. Such is 
life after we have passed on. Do you think it worth 
while to bluster and squabble? 

The folly of the jingoes is the folly of those who 
think to leave a track on the sea. Come sit by ‘‘the 
waters of Shiloah that go softly.'’ 
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Lady Ramsay’s Glimpses of 


Another paper from the wife of Sir William M. Ramsay telling of the wayside 
happenings of one of their famous trips in Asia Minor 
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Turkish War-Time Life 
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HERE was more than usual interest in going to 
Turkey last year, for the Turks had just been 
defeated in the Balkan war. Ir. Constantinople, 

where we arrived on Friday, May 16, there was abso- 
lutely no outward sign of war except that the tramway 
cars were not running, all the horses having been 
requisitioned at the beginning of the war for the use 
of the army, There were plenty of carriages, how- 
ever, and to the casual eye the numbers of men seemed 
undiminished, The temporary hospitals established 
during the war had been done away with, although 
relief was still being distributed to the poor families, 
who were the greatest sufferers. We were told that the 
army was being disbanded, and the soldiers who had 
survived the fighting and the sickness were being sent 
back to their homes in the towns and villages of Asia 
Minor ; and we were warned that traveling would be 
dangerous in consequence. The disbanded soldiers 
were not allowed to pass through the city, but were 
shipped from the port of San Stefano to the terminus 
of the Asiatic railway at Haider-Pacha. 

Our destination was Antioch of Pisidia, or rather 
the site of that once famous city. Yalowadj is the 
name of the Turkish town that has taken its place. 
We went by rail from Haider-Pacha to Ak-Sheher, 
stopping one night on the way, and then by road a 
day's journey through the wild and beautiful pass of 
the Sultan-Dagh. A considerable portion of the train 
consisted of military transport wagons filled with sol- 
diers, 


Keeping Ready for War 

Now and then I noticed a squad of men evi- 
dently back from the war, in ragged uniforms and 
worn shoes, with gaunt faces and hollow eyes; but 
most of them were young and well-looking, in fresh 
uniforms and gay spirits. At every station they would 
rush to the well to drink. Sometimes a young fellow 
would jump from the train into the arms of a waiting 
futher and mother, would be kissed and hugged and 
loaded with cakes and eggs tied in handkerchiefs ; but 
always to climb back into his place followed by bless- 
ings and the gaze of tearful eyes. No, they were not 
returning home. They were being distributed in 
camps which we saw near every important station. 
There they were drilled and exercised in military 
maneuvers, and were ready to start again for the 
scene of war ata moment's notice. The later devel- 
opments in the war made the reason clear, 

Although most of the Turkish army is drawn from 
Asia Minor, the country has not suffered from the 
absence of the men,—naturally, as in any case it is 
the women who do practically all the agricultural 
work, and they have done it as conscientiously as if 
the men had been there to look on as usual, Last 
year all over the country the harvest was a failure ; 
this year it is quite the reverse. In the district of 
Yalowadj it is five times greater this year than last. 
When we arrived rain was still needed if the promise of 
harvest was to be fulfilled. The people, half-starved 
last winter, were full of anxiety. Even the children 
in the streets were going about lifting their little hands 
to heaven and crying, ‘‘ A//ah-ah, vir, vir /*’ («* God, 
give, give!'’) And God did give. For three days 
the rain poured. We were camping not far from the 
town, on the top of a high hill called Kara-Kuyu-Dagh 
(the Mountain of the Black Well), engaged in exca- 
vating the ancient sanctuary of a god named Men. 
Over a hundred men and boys—the former mostly 
elderly—were digging for us. For two days they went 
on working, laughing, drenched to the skin ; the third 
day they gave it up and went joyously home, while 
we sat in our tents, the carpets soaked with mud car- 
ried in on our boots, and shivered in the chill, damp 
air. Nobody grumbled, however, for the rain had 
come just in the nick of time for the crops. 

The people of Yalowadj had received us at first in 
anything but a friendly spirit, and those same chil- 
dren whose prayer was so abundantly answered had 
followed us in the town with cries of ‘* Giaour’’ and 
other opprobrious epithets, and (when at a safe dis- 
tance) thrown stones at us. It turned out that a rumor 
had reached even that remote spot that the defeat of 
the Turks by the Bulgarians meant the partition of 
Turkey among the Christian nations, and they thought 
we had come to choose our share! When they real- 


A corps of policemen to keep men from crowding 
into church would be a curious sight in America, 
though it is not indeed an unusual scene at a Billy 
Sunday taberna-le. Dr. Zwemer, in bringing to his 
American audiences a glimpse of modern wonders 
in the Moslem world, told of gospel meetings in 
Cairo for Moslem men where night after night hun- 
dreds crowded in and police were needed to keep 
others out when the hall was filled. The same - 
marvelous change in the Moslem attitude toward 
Mohammed and Christ is evident from the experi- 
ences Lady Ramsay has had with the Mohammed- 
ans of Asia Minor. 








ized that we had only come to dig for ‘‘ antiquities,"’ 
and were ready to give highly remunerative employ- 
ment to all the men left in the place who were willing 
to take it (and most of the bigger boys as well), their 
feeling toward us changed and they were as nice as 
possible. ; 
Yalowadj and the villages in the district are all 
Mohammedan. The only Christians we know of re- 
siding in the town are the Greek commercial agent of 
the Ottoman railway, his wife and child,—who are 
our very good friends,—and one or two Armenian 
shopkeepers. There are also a few Jews, including 
an agent for the Singer sewing machine, a quaint, grimy 
old creature, whom we nicknamed ‘the sweet Singer 
of Israel.’’ The climb to the summit of Kara-Kuyu- 
Dagh is long and difficult, and not many visitors came 
there ; but when, having finished our work at the 
sanctuary, we camped on the much lower hill, beneath 
the surface of which lie the remains of Antioch, all 
the male ‘‘society’’ of the town came to call on us 
and see what we were about; and through Madame 


Kyriakides, the Greek lady above mentioned, my ° 
daughter and I made the acquaintance of some very 


interesting and agreeable Turkish ladies. 

Among these ladies we met a Roumelian refugee of 
the war. She belonged to Kiiprili (so frequently men- 
tioned at the beginning of the war), and was a woman 
of good position. When the war broke out she was 
visiting a married daughter at Monastir, where her 
son-in-law was a teacher, She described to us the 
massacre of Mohammedans of that place by Greek 
soldiers, which she had seen. It was an appalling 
story. There was always a look of anguish and-horror 
in her eyes, and we noticed that she never smiled, 
even when all the rest were gay. Return to Kiiprili 
was impossible, but she and her daughter and son-in- 
law obtained a passport to Constantinople from the 
Greek consul at Monastir, and, with many other Mo. 
hammedans, left the town with nothing but the clothes 
they wore. They were three days in a crowded train 
without either food or water, and were treated with 
brutal indifference or insult by the Christian officials. 
From Constantinople they were sent by the govern- 
ment to Yalowadj, and had been there nearly three 
months when we met her. During that time she had 
had no word of her family at Kiiprili,—her mother, a 
brother, and a young daughter, —and she was distracted 
with fear about them, Her story is, alas! only one 
of many. 


The Moslems’ Private Thoughts 

In recent years I have observed a restlessness and 
discontent among Mohammedans. In the last three 
or four years it has become more marked. Among 
the Christians it has always been noticeable, of 
course. I do not agree with those who regard the 
«* Constitutional Government’’ of Turkey as an utter 
failure. Inadequate as its working has hitherto been, 
it seems to me it has, at least, given a great impetus 
to freedom of thinking and to the aspiration for better 
conditions of life. The eagerness for education shown 
by some of the younger men with whom my daughter 
and I talked at Yalowadj went to our hearts, Mo- 
hammedans are now at liberty to attend Christian 
schools (which formerly was forbidden), and wherever 
they have the chance many do so. But such schools 
exist only where there is a considerable Christian 
community, and only those established by the Amer- 
ican missionaries, or by people trained by them, give 
good education. 


As already said, many of our workmen were of the 
better class. Some of them could read and write 
Turkish, Although both old and young stood some- 
what in awe of the ‘* Zchelebi*’ (my husband), they 
were very frank and confidential with my daughter 


.and me, and took every opportunity of talking with 


us. More than one of them told us privately that he 
no longer believed in the Mohammedan religion or 
respected the Prophet, They did not dare to express 
openly their disbelief, for the ignorant and fanatical 
people would kill them. I do not know if any of 
them thought of becoming Christians. Two or three 
of them described themselves as ‘‘ philosophes;** 
which simply meant that they had no religion at all. 

The people of Yalowadj are, with few exceptions, 
very poor, After a bad year like the last one they 
are actually on the verge of starvation. As each fam- 
ily does its own work, labor, not being in demand, 
is cheap, especially women's labor. Madame Kyri- 
akides employed two women to work in her garden at 
one piastre (four cents) a day each, She gave them 
also food, but that ‘was not in the bond.’” Men, 
however, do not work for foreigners for less than 
about ten times that rate of pay. 


**How Many of Our 1500 Will Return?” 

When the war began, fifteen hundred men from 
Yalowadj joined the army. Not one had returned, 
and, so far as we could learn, no news of any of them 
had reached their families. Nobody knew whether 
they were dead or not. The government sends no 
word to the families of soldiers when théy are killed 
or wounded, and few of them -.are able to read or 
write. In the villages the women would’ ‘throng 
round my daughter and me with eager inquiries for 
news, frequently showing us babies born ‘since their 
fathers went away. We could only tell them that the 
war was over (as then it-was supposed to -be),'and try 
to comfort them with the hope ‘that their mén would 
soon be home. 

Although those fifteen hundred men represented 
one-fifth of the population, there was seemingly no 
lack of men for the work we had todo. A certain 
proportion of those had been able to «‘ buy ‘themselves 
off,’’ or for some other reason were exempt from mili- 
tary service. One wealthy old landowner told us he 
had paid two thousand dollars for the exemption of 
members of his family. Quite a number of our work- 
men were ‘‘aghas’’ and ‘‘deys’’; that is, members 
of the better social class. 

An incident occurred in the case of one of these 
men which illustrates the difference between the 
Western and the Eastern ideas of the administration 
of justice. Our workmen were divided into gangs, 
each with a foreman or overseer. .Our chief overseer 
was a man about thirty, of good family and highly re- 
spectable appearance, Hafus Agha by name and title. 
According to confidential statements made to us by 
some of his fellow-citizens he was an unmitigated 
scamp, —dishonest, untruthful, etc. One day he 
asked and was given leave of absence to attend the 
law court in town. Damianos (the cook), who is 
possessed of a vivid imagination, told me Hafus was 
prosecutor in a case of sheep-stealing. We discov- 
ered, however, from a more trustworthy source that 
Hafus and his two younger brothers had appeared be- 
fore the Cadi (judge) on a charge of stabbing (with- 
out killing) another man. Their plea was that the 
man had entered their house and attacked their 
father, and that they had only defended the old man. 
The two younger brothers were acquitted, but Hafus 
was found guilty and condemned to three days’ im- 
prisonment. Next day he was at his work as usual. 
It then transpired that when he explained to the Cadi 
that he was engaged in highly remunerative but tem- 
porary work, and that by going to prison he should 
lose a considerable sum of money, the wise and 
learned judge at once gave him leave to return to his 
work on the understanding that, when we were done 
with him, he should come back and serve his sen- 
tence in jail. 

We left Yalowadj at the end of June. Several of 
our best employees accompanied us all the way to 
Ak-Sheher, and said good-bye to us at the train. We 
had to camp one night in the pass. The servants, 
with the baggage, had been sent on first ; we finished 


























LESSON FOR MAY 24 (Luke 17 : 1-10) 


our business affairs and bade farewell to the Aatma- 
kam and other important personages. In the dusk of 


evening we reached the halting-place beside a gush-- 


ing spring of fine water in one of the narrowest parts 
of the pass—not the place where we had meant to 
stop. On one side the mountain rose almost perpen- 
dicular ; on the other it sloped precipitously into a 
deep ravine. The only available place to pitch a 
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tent (and that a small one) was a tiny, irregular space 
at the top of this slope. My husband and daughter 
and | occupied the tent. ‘Professor Callander slept 
(or tried to) in one of the wagons. Next morning we 
made the weird discovery that the site of the tent was 
a wayside cemetery, and our beds had been spread 
on the graves! No wonder we slept badly ! 
EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND, 





BABY BEN 


BY 
ANGELINA W. WRAY 


The story of the hundredth baby 





(Concluded from last week's issue.) 


ss WISH you could have seen her, mother,’’ poor 

little Miss Travis said with flushed face on the 

evening of the reception for Cradle Roll mothers. 
««She wore the tightest skirt and the biggest hat! And 
she talked and talked and talked! She told all about 
how she’s ‘letting Baby Ben cut his teeth on a pickle,’ 
and how he ‘eats pretty near everything his father eats 
a’ready, an’ him only seven months old’ ! And she de- 
scribed her family relations from the time of the Flood. 
And that blessed baby,—she’d swathed him in blue 
ribbon and lace till you could hardly see anything but 
the tip of his dear little nose !’’ 

‘«Never mind, dear. She's ignorant, I suppose. 
Perhaps she will soon learn better. These meetings 
may be the very thing she needs.”’ 

‘«Learn better? That kind of person never learns,"’ 
said Miss Travis with conviction. 

She would have been astonished could she have 
peeped into the little brown house just then and heard 
a resolute mother explaining to a puzzled husband and 
a good-natured baby : 

‘*Here, Jim, don’t you give him no more of that 
boiled cabbage. He's goin’ back to milk, or mebbe 
bread and milk, for a few months. And it's no use 
your crying for that old green pickle, Baby Ben, ’ cause 
I've bought you an ivory ring to chew on, and you 
ain't goin’ to run no risk of gittin’ the colic. There 
was a real nice gray-haired old party set next to meat 
the reception, an’ she told me a whole lot about kids. 
She's had eight, an’ every one of ’em’s livin’, an’ 
most of’em’s got children o’ their own. We ain't 
never had but this one kid, an’ ’cause I’ve had good 
luck with him this fur ain’t no sign I know it all.’’ 

‘*Did you have a good time?’’ Jim asked. 

‘Did I? I had a Jim-dandy time. There was 
music, —fiddle and pianner too, an’ they passed a swal- 
ler o’ tea in little cups with a slice o’ lemon on top, 
an’ everybody had two or three little wafers. I didn’t 
know as I was goin’ to make out a meal, at first, but 
they kep’ a-passin’, and by an’ byI got filled up. I'm 
goin’ again next month. They have the meetin’s 
once a month. An’ as soon asI git these dishes 
cleared up I'm goin’ to set down and rip out them 
machine stitches on the seams of my silk skirt. I kin 
let 'em out two inches easy, an’ sponge off the spots. 
I took notice that the nicest folks there wasn’t so ex- 
treme. Style is style, but there's a limit to all things.’’ 


‘*Baby Ben got a letter this mornin’,’’ Mrs. Ben- 
nett informed her husband one June morning. 

‘*He did? Let's see.’’ Jim read aloud slowly : 
Dear Baby BEN : 

A special invitation is given all our Cradle 

Roll babies to be present at the Children’s Day service 
next Sunday morning. Please come, and ask father and 
mother to come. 

You name will be called and a dear little girl wiil give 
you a beautiful pink rose, if you are present. 

There will be a warm welcome for father and mother, too. 
Don’t forget to come. Your friend, 


ELEANOR TRAVIS. 


**S’ pose we go, Jim? [ll bet it will be nice."’ 
May tried to keep an undercurrent of earnestness out 
of her voice. 

‘*H-m,"' Jim’s tones were non-committal. ‘I guess 
no church for mine just yet. I ain’t got no clothes fit 
to wear.”’ 

‘*You could buy a suit. You were goin’ to, any- 
how, you said, Buy it in time for Sunday, an’ let's 
take the baby. What say, Jim ?’’ 

‘*No-o-pe. Guess not. You can go alone."’ 

‘Pll not go, if you don’t. But it seems to me it 
would be kinder nice.”’ 

‘*H-m. Goin’ to take your old dad to church, 
Baby Ben? Guess not, old feller. That'd be kinder 


. new business for him. 


Say! Look at that shaver, 
May !’’ The baby had put his head on one side’ and 
was nodding deliberately. ‘* He-looks as if he's sayin’, 
‘I'll get you yet, old man!’ He's cute; all right.’ 

When Saturday night came Jim rather shamefacedly 
brought home a new gray suit. 

‘« You seem to be soset on goin’ that I thought we'd 
risk it once,’’ he explained, 

Children’s Day dawned clear and bright. The big 
church was fragrant with roses and thronged with 
bright-faced boys and girls and their older friends. 

A place had been reserved for the Cradle Roll ba- 
bies and their parents, and it would have been hard to 
find two prouder, happier persons anywhere than Mr. 
and Mrs. Bennett as they were ushered to seats under 
the big blue and gold banner that proclaimed ‘Cradle 
Roll Section."’ 

Jim himself carried Baby Ben to the front when 
the latter’s name was called, and Baby Ben cooed and 
chattered and chirped over the pink rose until the en- 
tire congregation laughed in sympathy. 

When the service was over Mr. Bennett was sur- 
prised and pleased to find his wife shaking hands with 
a circle of friends, and ‘‘introducin’ him right and 
left,’ as he expressed it. Almost before he knew it, 
he had promised to join the organized Bible Class for 
men, and to begin that very afternoon. 

When he went home at the close of the Sunday- 
school session he found his wife rocking Baby Ben 
and singing in a sweet high voice, 


** How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid fur your faith in his excellent word.’’ 


Jim listened in silence, but after the evening meal 
had been cleared away and the baby’s eyes were closed 
in slumber, the father spoke slowly and gravely. 

** May, you know that hymn you were singin’ a while 
ago? Mother used to sing that when I was a little 
shaver. I kin just remember her workin’ around the 
house an’ singin’ as she worked. I ain’t thought much 
about her for a good many years. Mebbe if she'd 
lived I'd a-been a better man. You ain’t never had 
no chance at sich things, an’ I don’t know much about 
"em nuther, but if,—if you're willin’, s’ pose we give 
the little lad as good a start as we kin, an’ fetch him 
up sorter diff’rent. What say?’’ 


Months passed. Baby Ben's first birthday had 
come and gone. His birthday card and letter were 
carefully put away, to be shown him ‘‘ when he’s a 
big boy,’’ as Mrs. Bennett said proudly. 

He could talk a little now, and his funny crooked 
words added another charm to his baby winsomeness, 

‘*There zs something unusual about him,’’ Miss 
Travis was prone to assert. ‘At the Cradle Roll 
Mothers’ Meetings he always gets the most attention. 
And his mother’s really changed. She's different 
somehow, -—quieter and gentler.”’ 

Then, suddenly, as a thunderbolt from a clear sky 
occasionally wreaks disaster, a stunning blow fell upon 
the occupants of the little brown house. 

Baby Ben had been down town with his mother, tod- 
dling at her side with his uncertain baby steps, but 
clinging close to her guiding hand. Down one of the 
side streets came a man carrying a cluster of gay bal- 
loons. <A gust of wind loosened one of the bright 
balls and sent it bouncing lightly over the roadway in 
front of the baby's dazzled eyes. 

Baby Ben gave one exclamation of delighted wonder, 
pulled away from the restraining hand, and darted after 
the gay plaything. Before the startled mother could 
divine his purpose, he dashed out on the crowded 
street in front of a passing automobile. The occupants 
shrieked with horror, the driver swerved his car 
sharply, clearing the child by a miracle, but he fell, 
striking his head heavily on the stone pavement. 

Tender hands picked him up and carried him into 
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the fittle home. The blue eyes were closed, the tiny 
dancing feet were quiet. 

Jim, summoned hastily from his work, found his 
wife staring with wide tearless eyes at the familiar 
sights around her. 

‘¢He doesn’t know anything, Jim. Mebbe he never 
will. The doctors can’t rouse him. Oh ! Jim, it was 
my fault, My baby ! my baby !"’ 

‘*Hush, dear. Hush, May. You poor, poor girl. 
Of course it wasn’t your fault. Nobody could have 
known what would happen. Maybe he'll pull through 
all right, after all."’ 

Slowly the long day waned, In ihe still eventide 
Miss Travis came over. Putting her arms around the 
dazed, tearless mother, she sobbed, 

‘*Dear! I just heard, Isn't he any better? Hasn't 
he regained consciousness yet ?’’ 

‘*Not yet. The doctors don’t think he ever will.’’ 

‘* Dear, dear little Baby Ben! He always seemed 
to belong to me, too. Do you remember the day I 
first saw him? Do you remember fiow he put out his 
wee little pink tongue so cunningly ?—"’ 

«Yes, I remember.'’ Suddenly May bowed her 
bright head, and. the blessed tears rained from her hot 
eyes. ‘*Oh! Miss Travis, you said we ought to want 
him to be God's baby—”’ 

There was a queer little hush in the room, Jim had 
held up a warning finger. Suddenly a quavering little 
voice spoke in startled tones, 

‘*H’ lo! favver {’’ 

‘*H'lo, old man !"’ 

**I fought I was fwightened at somefin’.’’ 

‘*Nothing to scare you. Hold my finger and goto 
sleep.’’ 

The wee hand closed around the big, rough finger. 
Baby Ben smiled up at the tender face above him, 
sighed drowsily, and drifted off into refreshing slumber. 

It was after midnight when the tiny hand relaxed 
its clasp. Jim, tiptocing clumsily into the kitchen, 
found May kneeling by a chair, The man hesitated, 
then dropped on his knees beside his wife. 

‘* Pray, Jim,’’ she said softly. ‘* Pray out loud,’’ 

‘*Why ! May, I don’t knowhow, Ican't, Well! 
will, Here goes,’’ and slowly, simply, falteringly, 
Jim Bennett talked to the Heavenly Father. 

**God, here we are, Mayan’ me. Wedon’t neither 
of us know much, Nobody showed us or helped us 
much when we was children. But we've got Baby 
Ben. To-day we thought you were a-goin’ to take him. 
But you give him back. Thank you, God, 

‘*An’ now, God, show a poor father and mother 
how to be good. Give May and mea helpin’ hand 
an’ teach us how to be the right kind of folks for that 
little feller to live with, That's all, God. Amen."’ 

New Brunswick, N, J. 


‘we 


From Dr. J. R. Miller’s Letters 
16. Doing One’s Best 


REJOICE with you in the success you are having, 
not only in your work, but personally, Evidently 
you have become the center of a good influence 

which is reaching out and.touching many cther lives. 
I said last Sunday, in speaking of work, that we are 
not first to be carpenters or doctors or artists or law- 
yers, but are, first of all, to be Christians, Whatever 
we do in our ordinary secular work, if that is all there 
is of us, we are failing of our best. The life in us 
should pour out through our vocation, through all of 
our ordinary work, and like fragrance, like the light, 
bless the world. That is what you are doing. You 
are an artist and a teacher of art—but you are also 
far more, You are a Christian woman, with a heart 
full of love for Christ, which is always pouring out its 
gentle influences, touching the lives of others, sweet- 
ening homes, warming hearts, and inspiring people 
to live better, more beautifully, more helpfully. 

That is my little sermon for you this month. It is 
not a sermon, but a bit of encouragement. But’! 
believe that encouragement is very often the best that 
we can give to our friends.- I am sure that encour- 
agement is far better for a boy than nagging, —proba- 
bly for a girl, too.. Even some good mothers and 
fathers seem in their family discipline and in the ex- 
ercise of their love for their children never to get any 
farther than ‘‘don’t.’" The other day I read about a 
mother who called out to one of her daughters and 
said, ‘‘Where’s Johnny?’’ ‘I don’t know,’’ was 
the answer. ‘* Whatis he doing ?"’ ‘<I don’t know 
was again the answer. ‘‘ Well go and find him, and 
whatever he is doing tell hin. .. stop doing it.’’ 

I am interested very much in what you say about 
your ‘‘bird-man,."’ There are some men who seem 
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to have a genius for nature. Birds and animals of all 
kinds seem to know them and form friendships with 
them. There are men who stay about our parks, only 
loafers or tramps, perhaps, but with whom the little 
animals are as familiar as a child would be with its 
own mother. Every one has his own particular place 
in the world, and it may be that some of those whom 
we think of as entirely useless are doing a good deal 
more for the blessing of the world than we imagine. 

The last page of your letter amuses me, You say 
that you have sometimes. felt quite like giving up art, 
Sunday-school work, and everything else. If this 
really is an accurate statement of your condition at 
any time in your life, it must be when you are very 
much exhausted, or when you have eaten something 
for your supper which you ought not to have eaten. 
A great many of our unhappy moods are the result 
of careless or indiscreet living. If people would only 
learn not to overeat, not to eat when they should not 
eat, not to eat what they should not eat, and always 
to eat sparingly and abstemiously, they would be a 
great deal better Christians and a great deal happier, 
and would do very much more work 


ad 


Why Indiana’s Challenge to 
Illinois was Accepted 


By Charles E. Schenck 


Secretary of the Home Visitation Committee of the 
Illinois Sunday-School Association 


N FEBRUARY of f913 a Home Department con- 
test between Indiana and I!!inois was under- 
taken for the stimulating of the wezk. It was 

believed that many count, Home Department super- 
intendents, pastors, Sunday-school superintendents, 
teachers, and other Christian workers would catch the 
spirit of the movement, and that consequently not a 
few new departments would be organized and a large 
number of new members secured, thus extending and 
deepening the work of the church and Sunday-school. 
There are now unquestioned evidences that desired 
results are being achieved. The following corre- 
spondence explains how the contest came about, and 
how the conditions were decided upon. 

In January, 1913, Mr. Charles D. Meigs, Indiana’s 
Home Department Secretary, wrote to Mr. Hugh Cork, 
General Secretary of the Illinois Sunday School Asso- 
ciation: ‘‘ Last year Indiana gained twenty-five per- 
cent in Home Departments and thirty-five percent in 
Home Department members, and I would like to 
challenge Illinois to a contest this year as to the in- 
crease shown at the next convention in the combined 
number of new departments and new members. 1 
think that a contest of this kind might be helpful to 
other states, because if we make a success of it, they 
might hustle in the same way.’’ A few days later 
Mr. Meigs wrote: ‘‘I hope to hear that Illinois ac- 
cepts the challenge of Indiana, If it does, I am sure 
that I can get a lot of our folks to hustling who might 
not otherwise teel it worth while, and it seems to me 
that you might do the same thing in your field.’’ 

Mr. Cork replied; ‘‘I am going to ask Mr. Schenck 
to write you concerning the challenge. Of course I 
am ready to lock horns on anything that wiii help to 
push the Sunday-school work in this state.”’ 

At once Mr, Schenck wrote to Mr. Meigs: ‘* Mr. 
Cork and I have talked over your chailenge for a 
Home Department contest, and gladly accept if you 
will agree to the following : The official figures given 
out at our next state convention will be tab:tated from 
county convention reports made largely during 1912. 
Therefore, as we could hardly have accurate figures to 
show increase in number of departments and members 
by next May, when our state convention meets, we 
want to extend the contest; we want to make it a year, 
not three months; a campaign, not a skirmish, We 
propose that the decision be made on figures compiled 
for the next International Convention, June, 1914. 
We suggest that the figures gathered for our Iy13 state 
conventions be taken as a basis,—that is, that the 
contest for departments and membership extend from 
May, 1913, to May, 1914. We think you are quite 
right as to the value of such a contest as this. It will 
not only help the work in Indiana and Illinois, but 
should, as you say, encourage other states te do like- 
wise, Let us know what you think about the more 
extended campaign we propose."’ 

Mr. Meigs answered: ‘‘ Your letter accepting my 
challenge is received. I have consulted Mr. Burnie 
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(General Secretary of Indiana) about the conditions 
you name, and we think that perhaps the best way to 
get at it will be to agree that the contest shall be de- 
cided on the reports made for the International Con- 
vention in 1914 and the reports of each state for 1912. 
This will cover two years of reports, but give us a year 
and a half to work. 

‘‘The fact that your year closes in May and ours 
July 1 each year, makes it a little difficult to decide 
what would be the fairest way to conduct the contest, 
but Mr. Burnie and I think we could work it as above 
suggested. If, therefore, this is agreeable to you, we 
will understand that the contest is on.’’ 

Mr. Schenck replied the same day: ‘‘ Your idea 
that we start with the reports of each state for 1912, 
and close the contest on reports made for the Inter- 
national Convention in 1914, is fair. We accept. 
Therefore, the contest 7s on. May it mean much for 
the advancement of the kingdom of God !’’ 

Mr. Meigs wrote: ‘‘I am glad that you accepted 
my challenge. The idea grows on me, May the 
Lord's blessing be’ on it and in it, and lead many 
homes through it, is my prayer.’’ 

As soon as the contest opened, the two Home De- 
partment secretaries wrote explanatory letters to their 
county superintendents, and informed the workers tn 
their states through the columns of The Indiana 
Awakener and The Illinois Trumpet Call, The 
March number of the latter paper was a special Home 
Department number. It not only told of the contest, 
but was meant to be a broadside of general Home 
Department information. Thousands of copies of 
leaflets were sent out in both states, the intention 
being to place, through the county officers, a special 
leaflet in the hands of every Sunday-school superin- 
tendent. It was suggested that superintendents read 
these leaflets to their officiary, and urge action. In- 
terest was aroused, and in some counties it has never 
flagged. The two state secretaries are not only carry- 
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ing on correspondence with their county superintend- 
ents, but emphasizing the work in county conventions 
as opportunity offers. 

In one of Mr. Meigs’ general letters to workers in 
Indiana, he closed with this sentence: ‘‘ Please think 
this all over for three days before you risk an answer. 
That will give God a chance to influence you to word 
your letter in the way that will please him most."’ 


One worker replied: ‘I could not wait three 


days! I just prayed three hours! I feel the press- 
ing need.”’ 

The following extracts from letters of Illinois county 
officers give an idea of how the plan was received. 
One wrote : ‘‘I am ready to send the leaflets out. I 
shail include a short message of my own. My prayer 
morning and night includes this work.’’ Another, 
‘* Leaflets already on their mission. Will enter the 
contest with zeal.’’ Another, ‘‘I thank you for leaf- 
lets. You may count on me as one of the workers in 


the contest.’’ Another, ‘I will include in my per- - 


sonal letter to superintendents your suggested para- 
graphs about the contest with Indiana. Such a cam- 
paign ought to bring great results.’ A few days ago 
a county officer in Illinois wrote: ‘‘The number of 
Home Departments at present in Edgar County is 
fifty-four. There are yet thirteen schools to organize. 
May God help me to give them a vision of the need. 
My aim is a Home Department in every school in 
the county.’ 

Inasmuch as Home Department work is a quiet 
work in the homes, lacking entirely in spectacular 
setting, it is more difficult to create interest in it than 
in some other departments, It is believed that this 
contest ‘is justified, for new interest and enthusiasm 
have been aroused, and it is thought that substantial 
and permanent gain will accrue to both states. While 
each state is striving for nominal victory, in a true 
sense both states will be winners, 

CHICAGO. 
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How the International Lesson Committee 
May Hereafter Be Formed 





D | 





T WAS a conference of far-reaching significance, 
perhaps opening a new chapter in Sunday-school 
history, that was held in Philadelphia, April 22-24, 

when the Sunday-school Council of Evangelical De- 
nominations and the Executive Committee of the In- 
ternational Sunday School Association, with the 
American Section of the International Lesson Com- 
mittee, met to consider a possible basis for more ef- 
fective co-operation between the denominations and 
the International Sunday School Association in the 
selecting of Sunday-school lessons and the forming of 
the (American) Lesson Committee. Following the 
closed and official session of these bodies, there was 
an open conference in which there met, with the above, 
editors and publishers of interdenominational sunday- 
school periodicals. This conference gave opportunity 
for free expression of views concerning the principles 
of Uniform and Graded Lesson selections, The open 
conference took no action, but was intended to throw 
light upon the vital questions involved. 

The official action of the conference is set forth 
in the following statement ; and this action will be 
passed upon, so far as the International Sunday- 
school Association is concerned, at the International 
Sunday School Convention at Chicago, June 23-30. 


Action taken by the Joint Meeting of the 
Sunday-school Council of Evangeljcal Denomi- 
nations and the Executive Committee of the 
International Sunday School] Association, 


Regarding principles for which the two bodies stand: 

1. Unity of lesson courses, with denominational freedom 
for any desired modifications. 

2. The joint selection of all courses on the part of the 
International Sunday School Association, the Sunday 
School Council, and denominational agencies. 

3. All lesson courses available for all publishers, 
Regarding the Lesson Committee : _ 

1, We recommend that the International Sunday Schoo] 
Lesson Committee be created as follows : 

(1.) Eight members to be selected by the International 
Sunday School Association. 

(2.) Eight members to be selected by the Sunday School 
Council of Evangelical Denominations, 

(3.) One member to be selected by each denomination 
represented in the Sunday-school Council, now having, or 
that in the future may have, a Lesson Committee. 


2. It shall be the duty of the International Lesson Com- 
mittee thus selected to construct lesson courses to be sub- 
mitted to the various denominations, subject to such revis- 
ion and modification as each denomination may desire to 
make in order to adapt the courses to its own denomina- 
tional needs. 

3. No course shall be promulgated or discontinued by 
the Lesson Committee unless the action is approved by a 
majority of the members of each of the three sections of 
the Committee, , 

4. The Lesson Committee shall be created not later than 
July 1, 1914, and the lesson courses constructed by it shall 
take effect at the close of the present cycle of Uniform 
Lessons, 

5. Beginning July 1, 1914, the members of the sections 
of the International Lesson Committee, representing the 
International Association and the Sunday-school Council 
of Evangelical Denominations shall be elected as follows: 

(1.) One-half for a period of three years, and one-half for 
a period of six years, and thereafter for periods of’ six 
years. 

(2.) The representatives of the denominations shall be 
elected for a period of three years. 

6. The foregoing agreement may be changed only by 
mutual consent of the International Sunday School Asso- 
ciation and the Sunday School Council of Evangelical 
Denominations. 

This action will be submitted for final adoption to the 
Triennial Convention of the International Sunday School 
Association at Chicago, June 23-30, 1914. 


It will be seen that, if the plans here outlined 
go into effect, the International Lesson Committee 
will be made up in a different way from heretofore, 
and there will be closer co-operation between the de- 
nominational boards and the International Sunday 
School Association in the preparing of lesson courses, 
Paragraph No, 3 is of great significance, as providing 
that no action can be taken by the Lesson Committee 
except as it is approved by a majority of the members 
of each of the three sections of the Committee. 

May Sunday-school workers and all interested in 
the enrichment of the Bible study of the Sunday- 
schools of the world be much in prayer that God’s 
own. wisdom and grace shall prevail at the Chicago 
Convention, and shall direct in the selection, mean- 
time, of members of the Lesson Committee ; and for 
the guidance of .that committee, if finally constituted 
as here proposed, in the selection of lesson courses. , 
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The Bible Study Revival 


™ 


Remarkable evidences of a movement not planned by man 





in Our Land 


By William L. Pettingill 





EFORE he went to be with the Lord, Mr. Moody 
said-to Doctor C. I. Scofield, who was then 
his pastor at East Northfield, Massachusetts : 

‘¢The next revival will be a revival of Bible study, 
and it will be brought about by a teaching evangelism. 
Thirty years ago, when [ began my work, pretty much 
everybody believed, in a way, that the gospel was 
true. They did not antagonize it nor question it. 
They betieved that the Lord Jesus Christ, by dying 
on the cross, had done something for them, and that 
if they received him they would be saved. And my 
work was to bring them to a decision to do what they 
already. knew they ought to do. But all is different 
now. The question mark is raised everywhere, and 
it is no longer true that the people generally believe 
the gospel. There is need for teachers who shall 
begin at the beginning and show the people what the 
gospel is. And I believe that God will raise up a 
teaching evangelism through which this work shall be 
done.”’ 

If Mr. Moody could say this when he said it, how 
much more can it be said to-day ! The question-mark 
of which he spoke has grown and multiplied. The 
old paths are being forsaken, the old truths are doubted 
as perhaps never before in the history of the church. 
How great the need of the teaching evangelism to 
which he referred ! 

Now it is a striking thing that a widespread Bible 
conference movement has of late been attracting the 
attention of Bible-lovers throughout the United States, 
and, indeed, the English-speaking world. Without 
any human attempt to bring it about there has been, 
during the past few years, such co-operation among 
Bible students as to lead to the conclusion that the 
whole thing is planned and is being prosecuted by the 
Spirit of God himself. Little groups of brethren here 
and there, separated from each other by great distances 
ahd having no communication with each other, have 
come to find themselves doing practically the same 
thing in the same way. Organizations have been 
formed on very simple lines, generally calling them- 
selves Bible conference associations. Meetings ‘are 
held usually once a month, and teachers are brought 
in to teach the simple, fundamental things of the 
Word of God. 
to read the Scriptures to God’s people, and thus to 
stir up their sincere minds by way of remembrance as 
to the riches that are for them in the Word of God. 


OR many years the Niagara Bible conference, with 
its annual meetings and the distribution mean- 
time of literature, had a mighty influence as a 
witness for the truth in this country and Canada. But 
with the death of James H. Brookes of St. Louis, A. 
J. Gordon of Boston, George C. Needham, and other 
prominent leaders, the Niagara conference began to 
lose its force, and finally closed its work. Other Bible 
conferences have been raised up to supply the need 
in these last days. It was twelve years ago, for ex- 
ample, that a monthly meeting was started in Buffalo. 
Dr. A. C, Gaebelein, editor of Our Hope, had visited 
Buffalo, spending several days in the city, and asa 
result some brethren got together and called a meet- 
ing of those who were interested. About one hundred 
and fifty persons attended that first meeting ; the in- 
terest manifested warranted a continuance of such 
meetings, and these have been heid monthly ever 
since, with the exception of July and August of each 
year, In connection with the monthly meeting, there 
is an annual Bible conference late in the winter or 
early in the spring, lasting from three days to two 
weeks. The afternoon sessions are attended by from 
two to three-hundred people, while the evening audi- 
ences number from five to seven hundred. The work 
is in charge of ten or twelve laymen from various de- 
nominations. 

The Bible conference work at Altoona, Pennsyl- 
vania, has attracted much attention, having been 
maintained almost uninterruptedly since the first con- 
ference in December, 1906, when Dr. Arthur T. Pier- 
son was the teacher. I have before me a copy of the 
first announced program of the Altoona conference, 
Dr. Pierson being announced to give two addresses 
on. the same day ; his afternoon subject was «‘ The 
Wonderful Structure of the Word of God,’’ and in the 
evening he spoke on ‘*The Seal of God on His Own 





Not to teach adout the Bible, but just - 


A missionary leader, upon returning to America a 
few years ago, noted the widespread interest in 
** mission study” among the young people. She 
rejoiced in this, but after getting into closer touch 
with the home field this Spirit-filled missionary 
came to a profound conviction that, for awakening 
the missionary passion, even greater than the need 
for the study of missionary fields was the need for 
the real study of the Bible. And it is not strange 
that the facts that Mr. Pettingill has gathered from 
widespread sections should confirm D. L. Moody’s 
prediction that Bible teaching would be at the heart 
of the coming revival. 


Book."’ So numerous have been the requests for in- 
formation concerning the Altoona work that the fol- 
lowing ‘‘brief account of what laymen may do in 
spreading God's Word and winning souls for Christ’ 
has-been prepared in answer to such requests : 





Three laymen in the city of Altoona, Pa., had a vision 
of the Christ and the sweetness of God’s Word. They saw 
the need of God’s children having the same vision and 
became so burdened for their brethren that they gave them- 
selves to prayer. The conviction came that they must se- 
cure a Bible teacher and arrange for a two days’ Bible con- 
ference. One of the men talked with the pastors, secured 
the use of one of the largest churches in the city, brought 
one of the best Bible teachers in the country for a confer- 
ence. The two days’ conference was conducted; some 
200 people listened to the clear exposition of God’s Word. 
They asked if the same thing could not be done the follow- 
ing month. 

A small card with the following words was passed 
through the audience: ‘‘I desire a two days’ monthly Bible 
conference and will give the following amount for its sup- 
port: —. (Name), (Address),’’ 

Nearly every one signed the card, and the following 
month another Bible teacher was secured and more people 
were in attendance at the conference. This proceeded 
from month to month for two years, continuing to increase 
in numbers and blessing. There seemed to be a remark- 
able evangelistic spirit in the conferences. One of the 
teachers said to the committee, ‘‘ You are certainly going 
to have a remarkable revival here.”’ 

Then the committee began to look for an evangelist. 


All the pastors were interviewed; thirty-two churches: 


united in the effort. Evangelist John A.-Davis and his 
force of workers were called. A large tabernacle seating 
3000 people was built in one end of the city, one of the 
churches was used for the simultaneous effort in the other 
end of the city, another church was used in one of the 
suburbs, A great wave of blessing spread over the city, 
many souls were saved, and all the Christians quickened. 

The committee said at the close of this work, ‘The 
converts must be taught.’’ So they secured a Bible teacher 
and organized a large Bible class for’ two days each week, 
lasting three months. This began the first of June and 
continued through the summer months with an average 
attendance of 1000 people. Not a week passed but that 
from one to a dozen were converted in these Bible confer- 
ences. 

At the close of the three months they said, ‘*‘ We must 
go on six weeks longer,’’ and one and a half months more 
the class continued, making four and a half months of con- 
tinuous weekly study. The line of study followed was a 
series upon ** The Will of God,’’ ‘* The Holy Spirit,’ and 
outline studies of different books of the Bible, etc. 

When these weekly classes closed, the committee again 
arranged for the regular two days per month Bible confer- 
ence; at the same time the pastors began holding special 
meetings in their churches and did their own preaching 
without the aid of an evangelist, and in almost every church 
where this was done from fifty to three hundred souls were 
saved. In fact, more souls were saved in the second year’s 
revival than during the previous year, and the work is still 
in progress. 

This shows what can be done by three laymen, or any 
one else who desires to see God’s Word taught and the 
people blessed. 


ys this connection, it is interesting to note that Mr. 
W. G. Hean, who began the work in Altoona and 
who now lives in Harrisburg, has with other breth- 
ren been instrumental in organizing ‘‘ The Harrisburg 
Monthly Bible Conference Association.’ Mr. Fred 
Kelker, the well-known tract and book publisher, is 
associated with Mr. Hean and other brethren in the 
Harrisburg work. 


And who started Mr. Hean? The answer to this 


question forms a most interesting chapter. Many 
years ago Mr. John R. Riebe was secretary of the 
Young Men's Christian Association at Scottdale, Pa. 
His testimony bearing upon the coming of the Son of 
God was not acceptable to the other religious leaders 
of the community. Mr, Riebe’s work was thereby 
hampered so greatly that he was obliged to give it up 
and remove to another place. His successor at Scott- 
dale was Mr. W. J. Graef, now the secretary of the 
Dubois Young Men's Christian Association. When 
Mr. Graef reached Scottdale he was honest and open 
in his search for truth, and he had not been there 
long before the fruit.of Mr. Riebe’s ministry—that is, 
men standing four-square for the whole truth of God 
—brought him to a knowledge of the truth also. As 
one Scottdale man puts it; ‘*God sent Riebe here to 
give out the truth, and sent Graef here to get the 
truth,’’ 


M* RIEBE went from Scottdale to Lebanon, Pa,, 
and there came in contact with Mr. Hean, who 
at that time was in business at Lebanon. Hean 
caught the fire from Riebe and took it with him to Al- 
toona, started the flames there, and passed on to Harris- 
burg, where by this time he has got another fire going. 
Riebe has, in the meantime, served for some years in 
the heart of Africa as a missionary of the cross, and 
is now back in the United States recuperating from a 
severe breakdown. 

Mr. Graef's advent in Scottdale was about 1906. 
Up to that time it had been impossible to have a 
union movement among the churches of the commu- 
nity, but, through the ministry of Mr. Graef, Davis, 
Mills, and Carr, the evangelistic trio, were brought 
there tolead in a union campaign, —and it is interesting 
to note, by the way, that the doctrines taught by these 
men were precisely the same as those that had caused 
Mr. Riebe so much trouble, The Davis campaign is 
still the topic of conversation in Scottdale. The com- 
munity was wonderfully stirred, and hundreds of men 
and women turned to the Lord. 
paign came the real opening of the Bible conference 
movement in Scottdale. Mr. William H. Pike, an 
associate of Mr. Davis in the Park Bible Training 
School, then located at Binghamton, N. Y., and since 
removed to Bible School Park, a suburb of Bingham- 
ton, was the first teacher in a week’s conference at 
Scottdale, with large crowds and much enthusiasm. 
This resulted in the organization of ‘‘The Men's 
Bible Conference Committee,’’ with about seventy 
members. The purpose of this organization was to 
bring teachers in from time to time, and a number of 
conferences were held. Mr. Graef’s transfer to 
DuBois checked the movement for a time, but there 
was a monthly meeting for prayer and ‘study, and, 
growing out of this meeting, there have been confer- 
ences with more or less regularity ever since. 


HE Erieside Bible conference is located at Wil- 
loughby-on-the Lake, near Cleveland, Ohio, 
and is conducted by an incorporated Bible con- 

ference association, owning property on the lake front 
valued at $8,000, without mortgage or debt. Mid- 
summer conferences are held there, and midwinter 
conferences are held in the city of Cleveland itself. 
The prime mover in this conference is Pastor Herbert 
MacKenzie, of the Gospel Church in Cleveland. 
Erieside stands for ; (i) The inspiration and inerrancy 
of the Word of God ; (2) the deity and atonement of 
our Lord Jesus Christ ; (3) the person and work of the 
Holy Spirit ; (4) the imminent and personal return of 
the Lord Jesus Christ; (5) the evangelizing of the 
world as the supreme mission of the church. 

Closely connected with Erieside is the Crooked Lake 
Bible conference Association, located at Crooked 
Lake, Florida, which has just held its first annual 
meeting, when the cornerstone of the conference taber- 
nacle was laid. There will be provided also hotel 
accommodations, and it is hoped to make Crooked 
Lake a real power for the truth of God in the days to 
come. An annual meeting has been held by Dr. 
Scofield and Mr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, director of the 


oral extension department of the Scofield Correspond.- . 


ence Bible School, at Crescent City, Florida, each 
year for ten years. Dr. Len G. Broughton for many 
years conducted a winter conference at Atlanta. As 


(Continued on page 308) 


Following the cam-. 
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LESSON 8. MAY 24. UNPROFITABLE SERVANTS 


Luke 17 : I-10. Commit verses 3, 4 


Golden Text: He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord-—1 Corinthians 1 : 31 





The Lesson Pilot 


By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


ID you ever read Charles Dickens’ story of Oliver 
D Twist? ‘There is a character in that story you 
will never forget—Fagin. He was a criminal 
ew, and he made it his business to take young lads 
and teach them to become expert criminals. He had 
a regular system for teaching boys how to accomplish 
thievery. Oliver fell into his hands an innocent boy, 
and Dickens’ portrayal of that innocent and sweet- 
hearted lad amid the indescribable rascals that Fagin 
had about him makes one’s heart ache to read about, 
There are few imaginable crimes worse than deliber- 
ately corrupting innocence, and it is not infrequent in 
more modern times, for men like Fagin have been 
discovered in New York and Chicago very recently. 
It is only a little less blamable to do anything that 
will lower the moral tone of any person whose grip 
on goodness is weak, Many a rough man wil] choke 
back a hot oath because a little child is standing 
near. If a coarse and evil-mouthed man feels that 
way about it, how do you suppose the oly God feels 
when we, by indifference or cruelty, help degrade an 
innocent one? 


The Teacher's Preparation 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the ‘Times.] 


The first impression of this passage may be that it 
is pretty well mixed up. ‘There are few places in the 
Gospels where the sequence of thought is absolutely 
broken, and there is a sequence of thought here 
which, if not immediately apparent, is nevertheless 
easily discernible. 

Mr. Gordon's article, followed through, will give the 
connection of the different ideas advanced. A good 
method of preparation would be tostudy Dr. Thomas’ 
Saturday study, and adopt the divisions of the lesson 
as he gives them, With the aid of Sunday’s study and 
Mr. Gordon the logical connection of each can be 
found, The practical application of the passage is quite 
unmistakable. 

With younger classes the connection of thought is 
not especially profitable, but a thorough illustration 
of the sin of tripping another, the duty of forgive- 
ness, the demand for faith, and the duty of labor 
without boasting, is imperative. The constant reit- 
eration of great Christian principles like these is the 
fruitful method of developing Christian character. 


The Class in Session 


There were no divisions into chapters and verses 
when the Gospels were written, and there is no real 
break between 16:31 and 17:1. You can easily 
fancy the sober shock that would follow when Jesus 
said, ‘‘ Neither will they be persuaded, if one rise 
from the dead.” And he goes on to say further 
about the evil that there is in life, that we need not 
expect ever to be free from temptation, but that this 
does not excuse those persons who cause the tempta- 
tions to come. 

The problem of this statement is the problem of the 
origin of evil, which the Scriptures do not answer. 
Dr. Thomas suggests eee study) that possibly 
some of the disciples had been holding aloof from the 

ublicans and sinnersof 15:1. An occasion of stum- 
bling means just what the word * tripping”’ implies 
(Mr. Gordon, poi tee oy I, 2). 

The ‘little ones” who may be ates means those 
whose moral experience and strength are small. They 
may be young children and they may be grown per- 
sons who have only a little moral strength. You can 
imagine a man who would knock down a child and 
trample it under foot in his hurry to get something 
he wanted. You can imagine the fate of such a per- 
son if honest men were by when the deed was done. 
That’s the way God feels about his weak children. 
Jesus says that man would be better off if he met the 
death of deep infamy beforehand (Dr. Riddle, v. 2; 
Mr. Ridgway, paragraph 1). So we must be very 
careful of our conduct, and if one of these little ones, 
our brother and equal, injures us, we must not cause 
him to stumble by quarreling with him. We should 
forgive him, not in a limited fashion, but in an un- 
limited fashion, for that is just what ‘‘ seven times” 
means (Tuesday study; Dr. Riddle, v. 4; Mr. Gor- 
don, paragraphs 3, 4). This generosity of heart was 
new to the apostles, and indeed Christ alone teaches 
this sort of unlimited forgiveness, These men feel 
their incapacity, and maybe their unwillingness, to 
do this, and they say, *‘ Increase our feith,”—that is, 
make us to be the kind of person who can do this 
thing (Mr. Gordon, paragraphs 5-8). To this Jesus 
replies that a man’s business is to use what faith he 


1 And he said unto his disciples, It is impossible but that 
occasions of stumbling should come; but woe unto him, 
through whom they come! 2 It were well for him if a mill- 
stone were hanged about his neck, and he were thrown into 
the sea, rather than that he should cause one of these little 
ones to stumble. 3 Take heed to yourselves: if thy brother 
sin, rebuke him ; and if he repent, forgive him. 4 And if he 
sin against thee seven times in the day, and seven times turn 
again to thee, saying, I repent ; thou shalt forgive him. 

5 And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith. 
6 And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of mustard 
seed, ye would say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou rooted up, 
and be thou planted in the sea; and-it would obey you. 7 
But who is there of you, having a ! servant plowing or keeping 
sheep, that will say unto him, when he is come in from the 
field, Come straightway and sit down to meat ; 8 and will not 
rather say unto him, Make ready wherewith I may sup, and 
gird thyself, and serve me, till 1 have eaten and drunken ; and 
afterward thou shalt eat and drink? g Doth he thank the 
1 servant because he did the things that were commanded? 10 
Even so ye also, when ye shall have done all the things that 
are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable ? servants ; we 
have done that which it was our duty to do. 


1 Gr. dondservant, *% Gr. bondservants. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 
“ 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
ber, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the ‘l'imes.) 


Verse 1.—Where were Jesus and his disciples at this 
time? What did Jesus mean by ‘occasions of stum- 
bling,’’? and in what sense was it ‘impossible ’’ but that 
they should come? What was the meaning of ‘* woe’’ as 
used here? (Riddle; Gordon, 2, 3; Thomas, Monday 
study; Mackie, 1, 2; Class in Session, 1, 2.) 


Verse 2.—Why was this figure of a millstone used? 
How may we account for these seemingly harsh words of 
Jesus? -What did he mean by ‘‘ causing one of these little 
ones to stumble ’’? (Riddle; Thomas, Monday; Mackie, 
3, 4; Class in Session, 3.) 


Verse 3.—What kind of ‘‘sin ’? did Jesus probably mean ? 
How are we to understand this command to rebuke those 
who sin? (Riddle; Thomas, Tuesday; Mackie, 5, 6; 
Class in Session, 3). 


Verses 4.—What significance was there in the fact that 
Jesus mentioned the number seven in his reference to the 
forgiveness of offenses? (Riddle ; Thomas, Tuesday.) 


Verse 5.—What connection was there between what 
Jesus had just been saying and the apostles’ request to in- 
crease their faith ? (Riddle ; Gordon, 4-6; Thomas, Wed- 
nesday ; Class in Session, 3.) 


Verse 6.—What was the significance of this reference to 
a grain of mustard-seed? What is a sycamine tree, and 
why is this illustration used? (Riddle ; Gordon, 7 ; Thomas, 
Wednesday.) 


Verses 7-9.—What connection was there between Jesus’ 
reference to the treatment of one’s servants and what he 
had just said about faith? (Riddle ; Gordon, 9,10; Thomas, 
Thursday ; Class in Session, 3.) 


Verse 10.—Why are we “unprofitable servants ’’ after 
we have done all that was commanded ? (Riddle ; Gordon, 
11-16; Thomas, Thursday; Class in Session, 4.) 








has, and the use will increase it. Dr. Thomas calls 
attention to the important fact that ‘‘ Nowhere in 
Scripture are men invited to pray for faith.” We are 
to put it forth. Faith does things because it sets us 
to work and sustains us till the task isdone. Faith 
sent Stanley through Africa, Morrison into China, 
and Judson into Burmah. Faith will save your friends 
and your city. Not folded hands, but busy hands, 
are the correct symbols of faith. ‘‘ But,”—Jesus puts 
in a ‘* but” here,—says Mr. Gordon (paragraphs 9, 
10), the next danger is that the man who does use his 
natural powers of faith and does accomplish some 
wonders may be tempted to feel that he is very 
creditable (Dr. Riddle, v. 7). 

Jesus says that the most a man can do is only his 
duty, and that all he ever can do is to work with his 
Master’s things and with his power. Mr. Gordon has 
one way of illustrating our unprofitableness to God 
(paragraphs 11-16), and most of all must we beware 
of the egregious error of thinking that our salvation 
is due to our own efforts. Read that quotation from 
Ruskin in Thomas’ Sunday study. Faith is good, 
but pride in our own power of faith is very evil. 





A Lesson Summary 

** Gird up the loins of your mind,” said Paul. He 
learned that from Jesus, whose oft-repeated word to 
us is ‘‘watch.” Inte ted in practical Christian 
living that means /Ain&, be careful, be always on the 
lookout and ready for any necessity. There are no 
set rules for a Christian's life except the law of love. 
Your conduct must be watched, not oniy as to whether 
it will hurt you, but whether it will influence others 
for good or evil. Your conduct may be harmless to 
you, but full of danger to your weaker brother. That 
— it; you must not do it (Rom. 14: 21; 1-Cor, 

2a). .% 

A man cannot be a good servant of Jesus Christ 
and not use his brains constantly to decide questions 
of conduct. ‘This produces the oft-observed mental 
development of energetic servants of Jesus. We are 
tremendously responsible for others, The weak de- 
pend upon the strong, no man liveth to himself, and 
we must intelligently discharge this.responsibility in 
the spirit of generous forgiveness, exhibiting ener- 
getic faith and humility of heart before the God in 
whom we live and move and have our being. 


Questions for Class Use 


1. Give a few examples of the way we may trip other 
people in moral matters, 


2. What does Jesus mean by ‘‘little ones ’’? 
3. What did Jesus mean by ‘* rebuke him ’’? 


4. Give in your own words Jesus’ answer to the apos- 
tles’ request for more faith. 


5. In what way does. faith work miracles? 

6. Name some miracles of faith from the last century of 
foreign missions, 

7. Why should a man never feel boastful in heart over 
moral victories ? 


Other Teaching Points 

The fact that I cannot see why I must be responsible for 
my evil influence in a world where evil influences are un- 
avoidable does not alter the fact that 7 am responsible. My 
inability to understand a fact does not alter it, Moral laws, 
like patural laws, do not wait on human understanding. 
They go right on, 

Excuses are not accepted with God, . The only thing that 
God does with a wrong is to pay the price himself and for- 
give the wrong-doer, but he does not excuse it. 

Get into the habit of passing quick and honest judgment 
on your own conduct and motives, To be always excusing 
oneself brings a dry rot to the soul. 

Jesus counsels us to watch ourselves, not other people. 

It is a mighty thought that Jesus gives to us that we can 
do gigantic things if we will. Faith has a large element of 
will in it. 

George Miiller, whose name has become almost a syno- 
nym for faith, strongly insisted that increase of faith was 
won through the exercise of faith. ‘* My faith, is just the 
same kind of faith that all God’s children have had,’ he 
said, ‘Our faith, which is weak and feeble at first, is de- 
veloped and strengthened more and more by use.’”’ 


Jesus also tells us that God feels well-pleased with us 
when we do well, but even if God is pleased, that does not 
warrant us in forgetting that all the powers we have we owe 
to him. 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(Luke 17: 11-19.) 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson. The suggestions and ques- 
tions are for the members’ home preparation, to be 
assigned in advance by the teacher.] 

That last journey that Jesus made to Jerusalem was 
attended by many incidents of exceptional interest 
that were remembered and spoken about many times 
by Jesus’ disciples. One of these was an occasion 
when ten lepers met him and he healed them all. 
Their subsequent conduct gave a splendid occasion 
for Jesus to say a word about gratitude. 


1. Why did Jesus send these men to the priests ? 

2. What was the Jewish attitude toward a leper? 

3. What was there peculiar about the way Jesus healed 
them ? 

4. What do you gather from this about God’s feelings 
concerning gratitude ? 

5. Name ways in which we are iiable to show ingratitude 
to God. 

5. See if you can you discover in the lesson: 


A wireless message. 
A quick start. 

Good brains. 

A surprise. 


Evanston, ILL. 


LESSON FOR MAY 24 ‘Luke 17 : 1-10) 


Balancing Accounts 
By S. D. Gordon 


IN has to be reckoned with. It is a foreign 
thing, but it has made itself very much at home 
here. And it has tangled things up badly. 

The modern Pharisee, wrapped about with a relig- 
jous cloak, does things that are wrong. And the 
wron: ones, and others too, are embittered and 
stumble, and more,—they fall down and sometimes 
get badly scarred. As long as sin is here and things 
are as they are it is impossible to avoid such things. 
Yet he stumbles worst who deliberately trips his 
fellow up. 

But be careful that his hurting you, or trying to, 
’ doesn’t let the acid get into your spirit. You can be 
sorry for him, that he has so missed the true spirit 
of life that he has actually hurt you, deliberately, and 
repeatedly. But don’t let him hurt your spirit, too. 

‘orgive him. God’s grace is free, and there is 

plenty of it. You may need a bit ta forgive 
some people and some things, But there is a good 
bit at hand, and then more. Forgive him till you 
lose count, as God does. So you will help the poor 
fellow, as well as keep him from hurting you worse. 

* But,” you say, ‘that is good talk, but it will 
take more faith than I have now to believe that 
things will work out that way.” ‘That is just what 
the apostles thought. They asked the Lord to in- 
crease their visible supply of faith. 

And he quietly said that the chief thing in faith is 
not how much you have, but that what you do have 
is the real thing unmixed. Mixed-up faith is not a 

kind. When questions and doubts and hard 
eelings and criticalness t mixed in with your 
faith they adulterate it. he chief thing of value 
about faith is not its size, but its sort. 

A simple, child-like trust in God, that never ques- 
tions him, even in its innermost heart, is irresistible. 
Nothing can stand up before it, neither sycamine 
trees of deep root nor mountains. That sort of faith 
comes only from contact with God himself. Close 
contact with him makes you know his size,—im- 
mensely more than any hindering tree or mountain. 

And such contact does something yet more. It gets 
you acquainted with what his planis. Then as you 
come to see clearly just what he is planning, you 
have a feeling of confidence in asking, because you 
and he are agreed on the same thing. 

But—Jesus puts in a ‘‘ but” here—when faith has 
done great things, uprooted hindering trees, and 
moved intervening mountains, be careful not to get 

our thought moved from God to your faith. he 
‘ faith is not the chief thing ; the chief thing is God. 
The faith never moves tree or mountain; it only 

ives God a channel of action. He does the thing. 

he eye must be kept wholly on him. Indeed, this 
is what faith.is—looking at him, confidently, know- 
ingly, expectantly, singingly. When your eye shifts 
from him to yourself, and to your faith, and to what 
has been done through your faith, things get tangled 
and trouble follows. 

Then we have to get a new lesson. When serpents 
and scorpions cringingly obey your commands and 
your spirit mounts high, remember this : you are only 
a sinner, a pretty bad one if you could really see 
yourself as you look to some One else ; a cleansed 
sinner through whom some One else has been doing 
the thing that lifted your spirits so. The chief thing 
to be singing over is what has been done for you an 
im you, not dy or through you (Luke 10: 19, 20). 
You are not specially praiseworthy. You should 
have done what you did. 

But this ‘‘unprofitable” word—how can you say it 
honestly ? The inner spirit insists on saying, ‘It is 
hardly true, of course,—that is, not of me. I have 
served God well and faithfully these years. I’ve 
brought the best and done the best. I’ve conscien- 
tiously sought to be wholly consecrated to his ser- 
vice. And—really—I have done some things ; and 
they have counted ; a good many thirgs ; and done 
them well.””. And possibly your thought runs on un- 
bidden—‘‘ no doubt God is glad for the splendid hel 
I've given and been.” ‘Then you rebuke yourse 
for having allowed such a thought to pass through 
your mind. But it slyly comes back again, and is 
not checked so vigorously this time. How can one 
honestly say that he is ‘‘ unprofitable” ? 

Well, profit is wholly a question of the difference 
between what comes in and what goes out. If you 
paid five dollars for your Bible, and you get so hard 
up that you must sell it, and you get only three-fifty 
that is an unprofitable transaction. You may put the 
three-fifty all in big copper cents piled up before you. 
It makes a big showing. Still the transaction is un- 
profitable. 

Now, suppose you put on one side of the account 
all you have brought to God, of life and service and 
money ; make it just as big as you can. 
copper cents up in front of you, big and high. You 
have gladly given it; it is your most and best ; and 
he has accepted it and graciously blest it. That is 
one side,—what you have brought to God. 

Then put on the other side what he has given out 
for you. You cost God his Son. You cost his Sor 
his life-blood, poured out with exquisite pain of body 
and anguish of spirit. 


Pile the 
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-Now, balance the two—ah! you don’t’ need to. 
They have already balanced themselves to your eyes. 
There is no real comparison. Now you dip your pen 
deep in the inkpot and use all its blackness in under- 
scoring the w# in unprofitable. It is the accurate 
word, 

And now, you go on doing more and better than 
ever, not in hope of balancing the account. That's 
hopeless. But out of love for this wondrous God who 
bought you in when it cost so much. Your favorite 
hymn becomes . 


** Rock of ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee,” 


that men may never see me, but only thee, 
New York City. 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HIS lesson forms the conclusion of the discourse 
begun inchapter 15. While some of the thoughts 
are found in Matthew 18, verses 5-10 are peculiar 

to Luke. 
Time and Place.—In January A. D. 30, at some 
point in Perza. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1.—7Zo his disciples: All the followers of our 
Lord who were present. The mention of ‘ the 
apostles” in verse 5 seems to call for the wider sense 
here. It is probable that the opposing Pharisees, 
who had taken greater offense at the parable of Dives 
and Lazarus, had gone away.—/t ts impossible: 
Because of the existence of sin in the world.— Occa- 
sions of stumbling : ‘*‘ Offenses” is inadequate and 
misleading. The word means ‘stumbling block,” 
and refers to what causes another to fall into sin, 
hence *‘occasions of stumbling” brings out the full 
force of the term.— Woe unto him: This points to the 
punishment that comes to those causing others to sin, 
‘* Woe” is here equivalent to ‘‘ there shall be woe.” 

Verse 2.—/¢ were well for him: Matthew has 
‘** profitable."—A millstone: A heavy weight: Mat- 
thew says ‘a great millstone” ; literally ‘‘a mill- 
stone turned by an ass.”—Zhrown into the sea: 
This form of punishment was not unusual in the 
East.—Ovne of these little ones: Probably beginners 
in the new faith. (In Matthew 18 a little child was 
present.) Great care was to be taken not to lead 
them astray. The apparently harsh language is 
found in other passages, and was doubtless occa- 
sioned here by the circumstances, there being so 
many new followers of Jesus. 

Verse 3.—//f thy brother sin: The words “ against 
thee” are not well attested here, and were probably 
taken from Matthew 18:15. But this is the correct 
explanation: not ‘‘sin” in general, but sin against 
one’s self. Further details are given in Matthew.— 
Rebuke him: This points to brotherly admonition, 
not to judicial censure. 

Verse 4.—Seven times: The number ‘‘seven” is 
here used in the mystical sense so common among 
the Jews. It represents completeness, and here 
points to unlimited forgiveness, as Matthew 18: 29 
plainly indicates. 

Verse 5.—And the apostles said unto the Lord: 
This is the only instance in the Gospels where the 
apostles as such make a request in common.—/n- 
crease our faith: Literally, ‘‘addtous faith.” They 
probably felt themselves unequal to the duty of for- 
giving love enjoined upon them (vs. 3, 4). 

Verse 6.—As a grain of mustard seed: Thisisa 
symbol of diminutiveness, but the seed is living.— 

his sycamine tree: Probably this was spoken out 
of doors, and the tree was insight. The ‘‘ sycamine” 
is a mulberry tree, ‘*Sycomore” is a fig-mulberry 
of the same family. Lukedistinguishes between the 
two (comp. chap. 19: 4).—/¢ would obey you: This 
paradoxical statement must be interpreted as placing 
miracles of grace above miracles of power. Real faith 
rises to the former (comp. Mark 11 : 22, 23; Matt. 
21:21, 22). 

Verse 7.—But who is there of you: The change of 
topic seems abrupt, but the connection is probably 
this: Beware of supposing that any great works you 
may achieve by faith are meritorious. A sense of 
unprofitableness would really increase their faith.— 
A servani: Greek, ‘‘bondservant.” Come straight- 
way: This adverb is misplaced and mistranslated 
in the Authorized Version. It is in contrast with 
‘“afterward ” (v. 8). 

Verse 8.— Will not rather ? An affirmative answer 
isassumed, The illustration is drawn from the habits 
prevalent in those days. In chapter 12:37 conduct 
the very reverse, on the part of the master, is por- 
trayed. But there the privileges of a state of grace 
are spoken of; here our Lord is telling of what could 
be expected on the ground of merit. 

Verse 9.—Doth he thank ? It was not the habit 
then to thank servants, and only the influence of 
Christ’s religion has made it customary to do so. 

Verse 10.— Unprofitable servants : The adjective 
is used in a purely negative sense. Any profit or 
merit would arise from the servant's doing more than 
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his duty. If he did all. his duty, while no blame 
could be attached to him, no merit could be allowed, 
It is obvious enough that few do all their duty, and 
that works of supererogation are impossible. ‘The 
language, while apparently severe, is not only true, 
but also necessary to keep our pride from leading us 
away from Christ. 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMIMARY. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Railroad Rum.—Occa8ions of stumbling ... come; 
but woe unto him, through whom they come \v. tr). 
Said Gus Brock, ‘‘Some one is a goin’ to sell the 
booze, and I might as well have the money as any- 
body.” He got it. He also got the ‘‘ wor,” and his 
story is the saddest in town. They fished the end of 
it out of the reservoir (Hab. 2:15). Evil will 
come. We Sunday-school folks, with all our work- 
ing, spending, and praying, can’t block it. Why 
should we worry about these workers of iniquity, 
anyway, since God has provided for them ? (Psa. 37: 
1, 35, 36.) As I write, the Pennsylvania Railroad 
has just ordered liquor from their dining cars. The 
Reading follows the good example. Other roads will 
come along. The roads have decided to get from 
under the wok of the bottle-putter. The officials will 
cease to be the ridicule of those agitators who have 
been calling attention to the fact that while on Sun- 
day morning the president and other officials sit in 
their pews singing ‘‘Praise God, from whom all 
blessings flow,” out on the rails are their bartenders 
serving cocktails, from which all curses flow. 
rum business is no business for a gentleman, Mr. 
President. 


Keep Sweet.—Rebuke him. ,. forgive him (v. 3). 
Which would you rather do? Which is easier to do? 
Which do you usually do—‘‘call him down” with a 
‘*kick,” or forgive him with a kiss? Big on the re- 
buke, little on the forgive. The Master did not have 
to tell us to rebuke the trespasser, he only did it to 
have us forgive the ——— Note the ir. You are 
to be sure you are really trespassed against. Some 
folks are always being ‘‘imposed upon.” Others of 
us find this a sweet and lovely world. ‘Just the 
loveliest neighbors you ever saw,” wrote the girl 
home. Some ‘spree out” with every neighbor. 
Others have a friend in every house. Lots of rebuk- 
ing barking around at imaginary trespassers. God 
doesn’t want you in that business (Rom. 12: 19, 20). 
The foreman cut Hatton’s wages. Hatton naturally 
*‘put up a howl,” and told up-town ‘they had it in” 
for him. His pastor came to me, complaining about 
the foreman. I found that the other hands had gone 
to the foreman and said, ‘‘ Hatton is an_ inferior 
workman [they really said ‘bum mechanic ’], but you 
are paying him same as us. Give us more or pay 
Hatton less or we'll quit.” And it was not the fore- 
man at all, but the shop, Most ‘‘offenses” turn out 
just like that. 


The Modern Improvement!—Jucrease our faith 
(v. 5). You don’t wonder they said that 1900 years 
ago. We have no trouble these days. Any one can 
‘‘put it on us” seven times a day and say seven 
times, ‘‘I hope you will forgive me, sir,” and we 
smile and say, ‘‘Certainly, my dear fellow, don’t 
mention it,” and—Oh—yes—we—do! = Christianity 
has made us so sweet and lovely and forgiving ! 
The gentleness of heaven is so far frees the brutality 
of earth that even the disciples had to cry, ‘‘ Increase 
our faith.” Turn the other cheek,” says Heaven. 
‘* Increase our faith,” cries Earth. ‘‘ Hate your life,” 
says Heaven. ‘‘Increase our faith,” cries Earth. 
The price at which we buy heaven is faith. The 
more our faith is increased the more of heaven we 
buy (John 14: 1; Isa. 41: 10-13). Some friends were 
on a boat in a severe storm. Dr. Ix M. Stearns, the 
Bible teacher, was on board also, ‘‘We were all 
scared to death,” said Mildred, ‘‘ but Dr. Stearns was 
as cool as a cucumber, and as easy and peaceful as 
though he was safe in old Germantown.” * Aren’t 
you scared, Doctor?’ we asked. ‘My child, the 
winds are in our Father’s hands and so are we. 
What’s to be afraid of ?’?” Increase our faith. 


The Power.—Faith as a grain of mustard seed 
(v. 6). Do you believe this verse? You have heard 
of the old woman who read the verse in the Bible 
(Matt. 17: 20) like this, and who had a mountain 
near her home, down which the floods rushed and 
destroyed her garden. She prayed the Lord to re- 
move it, according to the promise. When she arose 
from her knees the old mountain was still there. 
“Yes,” she snapped, ‘‘just as I expected.” I won- 
der if most of us don’t go at our ‘‘trees” and moun- 
tains like this old woman. Both heaven and earth 
are won by faith. Columbus and his rivals sailed 
west by faith. America has been a faith-full land 
ever since. ‘‘ Trees” have been planted in the sea, 
cruelty, illiteracy, slavery. We are now working for 
the removal of the mountain of drink and the vol- 
cano of war. There is not a normal young man but 
by faith can remove the ‘‘trees” that obstruct the 
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way to whatever he aspires. Thousands of 
examples in the biographies of all successful 
men, You don’t have to leave town to find 
them. God-intends success for every man. 
Faith is the price. Faith is the power (Prov. 
28 : 25; Josh. 1: 9). 

Who'd Stand 1t?—We are unprofitable 
servants (v. 10). When we say that we tell 
the truth, No earthly boss would stand fur 
a day the way we treat God, For example, 
if the chief engineer of the road would send 
you to Squedunk to build a bridge, how long 
would’ you be a Pennsylvania Railroad en- 

ineer if you were not always on the job? 
if you laid off because of the weather, be- 
cause company came, because ydu overslept, 
and a dozen or two other ‘‘ becauses’’ every 
Sunday-school superintendent is, alas, only 
too familiar with, how long do you think 
you'd last at Squedunk? What employer 
will kéep a man in a good place who will not 
put his employer’s business first every time 
and honor’ and obey him? Yet in spite of 
our unprofitableness God holds onto us. He 
hopes, perhaps, we may improve (Luke 22 : 
31, 32). Gideon started one time to do some 
work with 32,000 men. He did the job with 
300. ‘The hundredth man was the profitable 
man, Out of one hundred workmen, one 
can make a boss, Out of one hundred 
Cihtistians, how many are profitable? 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
< 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL, readers are invited to assist in the con 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


The Test.— He that glorieth, let him glory 
in the Lord (Golden Text), At a club din- 
ner one of the speakers asserted that Chris- 
tianity had done very little for mankind. He, 
for his part, believed that gas had been a 
greater benefactor. There were hisses and 
cries of **Shame.’’ Upon which Dr, Joseph 
Parker, a guest of the evening, rose and 
said: .**Hush! Do not quarrel with our 
friend. He is stating his belief. Now I, 
when I am nearing my latter end, will call 
for the consolations of the Christian religion, 
but our friend here, on his deathbed, will 
call for the gas-man,’’—From The British 
Weekly. Sent by W. J. Hart, Utica, N. ¥. 

Always Glorying in Him.— /e that glori- 
eth, let him glory in the Lord (Golden Text). 
Here are the testimonies of two precious 
saints who, in extreme age, are able to say 
of the afflictions which have befallen them, 
**T am glad’’;: 

*¢I am glad the dear Lord has permitted 
me to be entirely deaf, I am shut in as in 
acloset with my Lord,’’—Mary H. Mossman. 

**Oh, I am so glad the dear Lord per- 
mitted me to be blind since I was six weeks 
old. Why, he could not have done a better 
thing than to suffer blindness to come to me— 
he has shut me in with himself.’’—Fanny 
Crosby. 

Yet who more active in word and in deed 
than these saintly souls !—from Woman's 
Home Missions, Sentby W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Utica, &, ¥, ae 

Power Through Lowliness.—//e that 
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord (Golden 
Text). ‘*I am by birth,’’ said a converted 
Hindu, when addressing a number of his 
countrymen, ‘* of qn insignificaut and con- 
temptible caste, so low that if a Brahman 
should chance to touch me he must go and 
bathe in the Ganges for the purpose of puri- 
fication; and yet God has been pleased iv 
call me, not merely to a knowledge of the 
gospel, but to the high office of teaching it 
to others, My friends, do you know the 
reason of God’s conduct? Itis this: If God 
had selected one of you learned Brahmans, 
and made you the preacher, when you were 
successful in making converts, bystanders 
would have said it was the amazing learning 
of the Brahman and his great weight of char- 
acter that were the cause; but now, when 
any one is convinced by my instrumentality, 
no one thinks of ascribing any praise to me ; 
and God, as is his due, has all the glory.”’ 
And when the most highly educated are 
equally ready to give God all the glory, he 
can use them, too, as he did the lowly 
Hindn.—Sent by the Rev. C. H. Kilmer, 


~ Mecklenburg, N. Y. 


If We Would Lift.—// ve had faith as a 


grain of mustard seed (vy. 6). Do not hesi- 
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tate to enlarge your work because your 
powers are slight and your talents are small. 
A few years ago a large grain elevator, having 
a floor of concrete twelve inches thick, was 
built in one of our western cities, For 
eighteen months one-half million bushels of 
wheat rested on that floor, When the wheat 
was removed the laborers saw that the floor 
in a particular spot had risen a number of 
inches. ‘They removed the concrete and 
found that a growing plant had lifted up that 
solid concrete floor and all the grain upon it. 
Whence came this powerful life of the plant? 
From the sun, which gives life to all vegeta- 
tion, Thus may we, without any special 
gift or accomplishment, draw enough life 
and power from the Son of Righteousness to 
lift his kingdom higher, even when it seems 
impossible, Faith lets Christ do for us and 
with us what we could never do alone, -—From 
Record of Christian Work, Sent by Mrs, 
M. Watts, Herne Hill, London, Eng. 

Faith’s Activity.—// ye had faith (v. 6). 
Belief is the acceptance ofa map. Faith is 
the taking the voyage.—From Dr. J. H. 
Jowett. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, 
ye A 


When the Weather Threatens Failure.— 
Lf yehad faith as a grain of mustard seed, 
ye would say unto this sycamine tree (v. 6). 
Dr. A. C,. Dixon says that when he was 
pastor in a church in Boston they needed 
two thousand dollars to square up the year’s 
accounts, He and his officers resolved to 
ask God tosend the money, They met for 
prayer, and one of the deacons rose from his 

nees and said: *‘ Brethren, God has an- 
swered our prayers, He will send the money 
in next Sunday’s collections,’?’ When Sun- 
day morning came it was the worst Sunday 
for rain Dr. Dixon had ever known. Half 
of the congregation would never venture out. 
It was suggested that they should postpone 
the collection, ‘No,’ replied the praying 
deacon, ‘'l did not trust the weather; I 
trusted God.’’ The collection was taken 
and amounted to twenty-six hundred dollars. 
—Sent by W. Hetherington, Plumstead, 
S. £., England. The prise for this week ts 
awarded to this illustration, 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the 
Anglo-American Congregation in 
Beyrout, Syria 


| T IS impossible but that occasions of stum- 

bling should come(v. 1). ‘he reference 

is to the Eastern country road or bridle- 
path from village to village. The constant 
passage of baggage animals and the heavy 
winter rains loosen stones, remove soil, and 
expose jags of rocks, and in addition to these 
things farmers, in clearing their fields and 
making terraces on the slopes, throw the 
smaller stones on the public path. Also they 
do not scruple to dig out of it any larger 
stones that could be used in building up the 
wall of a vineyard. The cavity thus made is 
left for time to fill up. The village elders 
may repair the path leading to the chief 
fountain when the women complain of the 
roughness of the path and blame it for the 
breaking of water.jars, but this considera- 
tion does not extend to the general public 
and to the baggage animals of strangers. A 
road is only repaired from village to village 
when it is announced that some prince or 
high official is about to pass over it. Thus 
John the Baptist considered it to be his task 
to prepare the way of the Lord. This 
chronic state of the public path affected the 
meaning of the figure derived from it. The 
road of life was something beset with danger, 
a path from which it was easy to turn aside 
by mistake, and in which stumbling was 
more or less a matter of constant occur- 
rence, It was impossible but that occasions 
of stumbling should come, 

In Arabic those whom we speak of as 
lapsed or submerged are called the stumbled 
ones. The view of life is the simple one 
that men in the mass are much the same, 
and few sin willingly and by preference, but 
some have encountered stumbling-blocks, 
and the occasion proved the cause of what 
followed. When an Oriental muleteer, in 
passing over a stony section of the path, 
finds himself lying on his back beside his 
prostrate mule and its scattered load, it is 
only once in a thousand cases that he rises 
and remounts without invoking a propor- 
tionate malediction on the farmer who cast 
those stones there! ‘* Woe unto him.” 


Lt were well for him if a millstone (v. 2). 
The appeal is in practical terms to self- 
advantage. An Arabic proverb says of a 
clever person, ‘¢If he were thrown into the 
sea he would come up standing,” but a 
millstone atound the neck means an end to 
both luck and lying. The stone of the or- 
dinary hand-mill would have been sufficient, 
but the larger disc turned by a mule is re- 
ferred to for the greater splash of Oriental 
emphasis. 

One of these little ones (v. 2). Oriental 
public opinion makes great allowance for 
pilfering from a rich employer or a commer- 
cial association, and for retaliation, even to 
the taking of life in a moment of provoca- 
tion, or when carried out against oppression, 
especially when religious customs are at- 
tacked, but it regards with scorn and abomi- 
nation the man who takes to himself what is 
dedicated to God, or belongs to his neigh- 
bor, or who acts unjustly toward the widow, 
the orphan, the stranger, and the day-laborer. 
These latter are ** little ones,’’ unable to de- 
fend themselves, 


If thy brother sin (v. 2. Family terms 
are constantly used in the East in their wider 
application, The religious official is always 
addressed as *‘ our father ;’’ an elderly man 
at the roadside is hailed as ‘‘ my uncle,’’ and 
a youth or child is accosted as ‘‘ my son.’’ 
The family attitude conveys an assurance of 

-will, and implies that any request for 
information or service thus presented will be 
kindly considered. 

The name stands for a bond of affection 
that can bear almost any strain put upon it 
by inconsiderate or even deliberate selfish- 
ness. It has a value of mutual helpfulness 
and permanent duty, and remains true to 
itself even when the relationship is disre- 
garded and treated with contempt. An 
Arabic proverb says, ‘* Blood appeals.’’ The 
tone gets its depth and tenderness from inti- 
mate fellowship, loving sacrifice, and things 
of precious memory and sacred inheritance, 
The hope of the coming of Christ’s universal 
kingdom rests upon such a claim, the power 
of appeal on behalf of ** the brother for whom 
Christ died.”’ 


ALEXANDRIA, EGypt. 
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Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


E whose lot it was to be born and bred 
in Christian lands have many times 
been told that our utmost endeavor 

to live a ‘*good’’ life fulfils only a small 
part of God’s purpose for us. We often for- 
get that it is so, but we do knowit. Nine- 
teen hundred years ago, among the most 
religiously inclined people on earth, very few 
had any glimmering of that truth. We do 


not know just where Jesus said what he did 
about ‘unprofitable servants,’? but let us 
look upon some Palestine working-folks at 
their tasks while we think over his message 
that is to be studied to-day. 

The number 20 on our map marks a spot 
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in the western plains of Judea, It is in a 
district which must surely have been visited 
by the traveling Seventy,—very likely by 
some of the twelve disciples—possibly even 
by Jesus himself (John 3:22). Standing 
there to-day, and facing north as the spread- 
ing lines indicate, we find a broad, level 
field reaching off before us. An elderly man 
and a younger one, each with a primitive 
wooden low, are at work on the land; 
one has a yoke of oxen, the other a camel, 
Just such field work and workers Jesus knew 
well; again and again he alluded to such 
farm tasks with the familiarity of one whose 
friends were plain country folk. 
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In the distance, beyond this broad field 
where the sunshine lies hot on the brown 
earth, we see masses of silvery-green foliage 
in neighboring olive orchards. Still farther 
away tall date-palms hold their own feathery 
leafage far up above the orchard trees. The 
town of Lydda is over there among the palm 
trees. These men whom we find in the 
field have come from Lydda in the early 
morning and will go home at night, giving 
the camel and the cattle fodder (Luke 17 : 7) 
before their own turn comes for the evening 
meal and evening rest. Laborers in this 
Oriental land work at less high pressure than 
Americans, but their wndiban hours are 
monotonously long. Custom requires the 
utmost deference to be shown by an employee 
to an employer, and by a son to a father. 

Men just like these Syrians before us had 
for generations been taught in the synagogues 
that their relation to God was of the same 
formal kind, If they could keep strictly-all 
the complicated rabinical laws they sogenses 
their dull and dreary part in life had been 
accomplished. Think what it must have 
meant to such weary plodders. when Jesus 
showed them the life of Love, over and above 
and beyond mere duty—a life which every 
man may enter as a child of God! 

Stereograph is entitled ‘* Plowing in the 
Fertile Plain of Sharon Near Lydda,’’ 

‘The Underwood ‘I'ravel System is, under this 
heading, applied as usual to the lessons for the 
year. ‘The use of the stereographs will be found 
a most practical help in making the lesson places 
veal, Forty-eight places will be visited during 
1914; the Tecpel 
and, if they are all ordered at one time, a cloth- 
bound, gold-lettered caseis givenfree.. Twelve 
places will be described with the lessons of this 
quarter ; cost, $2.00. ‘The five for May alone, 
84 cents. (Less than four in one order are 20 
cents each.) Stereoscopes, 85 cents each. 
Lantern slides of the same scene can also be 
supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents each ; sepia- 
tinted, 55 cents; colored, $t.10. In orders for 
twenty-five or more at one time prices are: 
plain sides, 40 cents each; sepia, 45 cents; 
colored, $1. Postage or express will be prepaid 
on all orders for stereographs or stereoscopes. 
Address ‘he Sunday School ‘Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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From the Platform 


APrayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we glory to-day in our Lord Jesus Christ. For- 
give us if we have boasted in our own strength, 
or in the greatness of our country and her his- 
tory, and have not given Christ the glory. We 
thank thee for all that thou hast done for our 
Sunday-school. So many things we have failed 
todo. Forgive us. Humble us, and make us 
ready for a great revival which thou art so 
eager to send upon us and upon all thy people. 
In Jesus’ name and for his glory we ask it. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson. — How many think 
boasting is a good thing? Boys do not like 
a **boaster,’?’ But a man who many think 
did more good than any man that ever lived 
(except our Lord) was a great boaster. I 
have asked Mr. R’s class to tell us, by read- 
ing part of Romans 15:17, what kind of 
things Paul boasted about. ‘*I have there- 
fore my boasting in Christ Jesus.”’ Yes, 
there is a good kind of boasting, and over 
and over Paul uses this word ‘ glorying,’’ 
which has the same meaning as ** boasting.’’ 
Miss L’s class will tell us from Jeremiah 9: 
23 some of the things it is zof right to glory 
in or boast about. ‘* Let not the wise man 
glory in his wisdom ; neither let the mighty 
man glory in his strength, let not the rich 
man glory in his riches.’? What are we to 
glory in? We can all answer together in 
the Golden Text: ‘* He that glorieth, let him 
glory in the Lord,’”’ 

If a rich man had bought a slave from an- 
other man to free him from a life of misery, 
because he loved the slave who was suffer- 
ing, and had paid $10,000,000 to get posses- 
sion of him, would that slave be ‘ profita- 
ble” to his owner? No matter how good a 
worker he was he would not glory in his 
faithful service, but in his master. So, as 
Mr. S. D. Gordon has suggested, our Saviour 
has paid an unspeakably great price for us, 
and he tells us that we are capeediaie bond- 
servants even after we have done our best. 
But the Master /ozés us, and he not only calls 
us slaves, but he has called us ? 








QNPROFITABLE SLAVES i NO GLORY IN SELF 
LOVING FRIENDS BOAST IN HIM 














Yes, we are his friends, and we have our 
boast in him. 





t stereographs cost $8.00, | 
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LESSON FOR MAY 24 (Luke 17 : 1-10) 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve.”’ 
**Go, labor on, spend and be spent.”’ 

** In the cross of Christ I glory."’ 

**O Jesus, I have promised.” 

‘*O Master, let me walk with thee.” 

** Rock of ages, cleft for me."’ 

** So let our lips and lives express.”’ 

“* Work, for the night is coming.”’ 
(References in ntheses are to the metrica! 
Psalm k ‘* Bible Songs.”’) 

Psalm 32 : 1-8 (66 : 1-3). 
Psalm 68 : 18-20 (136: 1, 2). 
Psalm 34 : 1-22 (69 : 1-4). 
Psalm 48 : 1-14 (101 : 1,2, 6). 
Psalm 62 : 1-12 (122 : I, 4, 6 
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Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 


Fifty-two informal little nature talks will be 
owe in this column for the use of teachers of 
the younger children, or for parents on Sunday 
inthe home. Designed to be used in the mid- 
dle of the opening service in the Sunday- 
school, they should be given without introduc- 
tion, and followed possibly by a “song that 
fits,” or a word of prayer. The teacher need 
not follow closely the order of the talks, but 
should fit some to the weather or other local 
conditions, and omit, supplement, or adapt 
others. The talks may be simplified for still 
younger children, or elaborated for the Juniors. 


19. “A Leaf Show”’ 


VERYBODY who tried to count the dif- 
ferent kinds of plants in your yard last 
week stand up! How many did you 

find? And you? And you couldn’t count 
them all! It was hard work! But wasn’t 
it like a game,—a game you could play all 
by yourself? 

Now I have something even better for you 
to do this Sunday afternoon, and all by 
yourself, too,—a leaf-show right out of your 
yard, 

Choose a step or a corner of the front 
porch, spread out a newspaper like a carpet, 
and then bring in one,—just one of each kind 
of leaf, and put them in nice’ ‘rows. If you 
are not sure about some being a different 
kind, I expect your father or mother can tell 
you. 

When the show is all ready, I want you to 
sit down and look at it closely. You will 
see that while God made them different, so 
that by looking at a single leaf men can say 
what sort of a tree it is, yet they are all alike 
in some things. 

No matter what shape it is, there is always 
some sort of framework through it,—thick 
places on which the leaf-green is spread, 
They are something like this fan. See? 
There*are ribs of wood that spread out to 
make a frame for the soft silk. May’s um- 
brella has ribs of steel,—for they must be 
very strong when the wind blows and the 
rain comes down. So most leaves, big and 
little, long or round, have a strong stem to 
hold on to the tree, and the stem spreads out 
to hold the leaf-cover. 

I wonder if men learned to make fans and 
umbrellas by looking at God’s leaves? The 
very best way to make anything is to see how 
God does it. 

And, oh, doesn’t he take pains! After 
you have studied them this afternoon, shut 
your eyes just a minute and tell him how 
beautiful and wonderful they are, 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—The lessons for May have pre- 
sented a series of talks to men and 
about men, so that the experiences 

related do not appeal to children, who must 
gain their conceptions of truth in concrete 
story form rather than from abstract state- 
ments.. The first two verses of the Scripture 
portion do imply the importance of carefully 
guarding and rightly guiding the little ones. 
Children can understand that God’s way is a 
safe way, and that people will not go wrong 
who kéep God’s way. Primary children un- 
derstand how little children imitate what 
they do. A worthy aim would be to impress 
» children with their responsibility toward 
younger children to guard them from every- 
thing which might harm them or cause. them 
to go wrong. 


». 
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As the Golden Text from 1 Corinthians has 
no vital connection with the material and 
trath which can be presented to children, a 
memory verse is suggested from Psalm 25 : 4, 
** Show me thy ways, O Jehovah ; teach me 
thy paths.”’ 

Introduction.—Did you ever take care of a 
little child younger than any of you? Why 
were you so careful to hold the or hand 
while walking? Why did you choose the 
smoothest places? Why did you lift the 
little fellow up the steps? It was kind to 
try in every way to keep the little child from 
stumbling and falling. 

Mother trusted Russell to take his little 
sister Mildred to Sunday-school, It had 
been raining, so the crossings were a little 
muddy. It was fine to watch Russell pick- 
ing out the driest spots, and showing Mildred 
just where to step. He even lifted her over 
a wide, muddy place, and held her hand un- 
til she was safely in the Beginners class, 
He didn’t let her fall once. 

Children, do you know that in some cities 
the policemen are told to arrest anybody who 
throws orange peel or banana skins on the 
pavement? It is wrong to cause anybody to 
stumble and fall. 

Lesson Materia/.—Jesus knew some peo- 
ple who did things which might cause little 
children to go wrong ; so one day, when he 
was teaching his disciples, Jesus said, ‘* Be 
careful not to offend one of my little ones, 
nor to cause any little child to go wrong.’’ 

You know that sometimes a little child has 
a nurse whose work it is to stay near him to 
watch and guard so that no harm may come 
to him. Do you know that God has told 
some of his angels to watch over the little 
children on earth (see Matt. 18: 10b., 14). 
‘s Their angels do always behold the face of 
my Father who is in heaven,’”’? ‘It is not 
the will of your Father who is in heaven, 
that one of these little ones should perish.”’ 

Jesus told his disciples that they were to 
help the people to do right. If the people 
did wrong they should tell them about it and 
show them how to do right,—not only once, 
but many times. If the people were really 
sorry for the wrong, they should be forgiven. 
In the Lord’s Prayer we pray, ‘‘ Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive others.’’ Peter said, 
** How many times shall we forgive? seven 
times?’’ Jesus said more than that. Be 
ready to forgive seventy times seven, and 
-help others to know and do right. 

The disciples wished that they were more 
like Jesus, and they prayed a very short 
prayer, ‘‘ Lord, increase our faith.”’ Jesus 
said, ‘* If you have a little faith it can grow 
like the seed.’’ I think they remembered 
what he had told them aboui the mustard- 
seed one day (see lesson of March 22). A 
tiny mustard-seed might grow and spread 
until it was strong enough for the birds to 
sit upon its branches. Jesus said, ** Your 
little faith can grow stronger and stronger ”’ 
(read v. 6). 

Jesus asked his disciples to be faithful in 
their work. ‘Let us repeat again. 


** Faithful in very little things, 
O Saviour, may I be."’ 


After the Lesson.—Children, if you knew 
that some little children were watching and 
listening to you and trying to do what you 
do, would you want to teach them good or 
bad things? 

When the boys got excited over their 
game of marbles, some of them said some 
angry swear words. They hadn’t ncticed a 
little fellow inside the gate who was watch- 
ing and listening. Pretty soon the little fel- 
low went to the house, and said some of «the 
same bad words to his mother. ‘Those big- 
ger boys had started the little boy to go 
wrong. 

One Sunday, while the children were sing- 
ing, a little child stopped at the door to 
listen. When he went home he told his 
mother that they sang, ‘‘Love him! love 
him! all ye little children,’’ and he wanted 
to go to Sunday-school, so he started next 
Sunday. The children’s singing started him 
right. 

Hand-work,.—Can you write or tell the 
name of a little child whom you would like 
to help to know and do the right ? 


CHICAGO. 
“ 


‘* The Primary Department,’ by Ethel /. 
Archibald, discusses many mecessary phases 





of a primary teacher's problems and work. | 





| 


Every primary teacher should own a copy of | 
this book, The price is 50 cents postpaid 
Srom The Sunday School Times Co. | 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


TEACH : 
1. Profitable servants : 

All servants are paid in some way. 

Larger pay demands more efficient and 
responsible workers. 

The profitable servant is one whose 
master receives the equivalent of the 
wages in faithful service. 

2. Unprofitable servants: 

_ our Master rewards us. 
© amount of service could ever be the 
just equivalent of his great reward. 

Desertions in Jesus’ service are due to 
lack of faith in the promises of the 
Master. 

3. Some very unprofitable servants : 

We have come short of the glorv of God. 

Our Master is not seeking profi. 

Strong faith will save us from being 
stumbling-blocks. 

The reward is for faithfulness ; the glory 

~ jn such a Master. , 


HAT would happen at your mill, 
Florence, if on pay-night your em- 
ployer should say to all the girls: 

‘¢ All the pay I can give you this week is my 
hearty shanks ? What would your girls do, 
Lidie, if they only received thanks for pay? 
Why could they demand it? Every one who 
serves must be paid in some way, whether 
she is a mill girl or a servant in the home, 
Do all the employes in the mill receive the 
same amount? Why not? -More difficult 
and responsible work demands larger pay. 
Why is the employer willing to pay larger 
salaries to some? And the larger salary 
calls for more efficient and responsible work- 
ers to earn the larger sum. 

The President of the United States receives 
over two hundred dollars per day, yet when 
we measure his responsibility to the ninety- 
seven million people in our country to exe- 
cute faithfully the laws of our nation it does 
not seem a very large salary. But never, by 
any possibility, even if we worked our hard- 
est every moment of the twenty-four, could 
we really give a service equivalent to two 
hundred dollars daily. 

Yet there is a Master whose reward for 
faithful service is so much greater that no 
one could possibly earn it. Yet itis given 
freely, and we are invited to serve under 
such a Master. 

2. Who is this Master? What is the re- 
ward he offers? Why isit sogreat? Could 
we ever earn it? Whynot? Could we ever 
deserve it? Could the best man in the world 
demand it as pay? What did Jesus tell his 
disciples? Read and mark Luke 17: Io. 
What is an unprofitable servant? How are 
we unprofitable servants of Jesus Christ? 

Is there ever any doubt about this Master’s 
payment? Why then do so many leave his 
service? Lack of faith is their automatic 
discharge. Then explain the warning of 
Jesus that if his disciples, through lack of 
faith in the ultimate triumph of the Master, 
caused one whose faith was wavering to 
choose the wrong master it were better that 
he be drowned in the sea. 

But if the best and most faithful disciple 
when he shall have done all must say, ‘‘ I am 
an unprofitable servant,’’ how shall we rank 
ourselves? Of ourselves we can do nothing ; 
by his help we can be faithful to what is re- 
quired of us, Yet having done this, are we 
profitable servants? Can we have any ex- 
cuse for boasting of our work? 

But at least we can keep a strong faith in 
our Paymaster and not be stumbling-blocks 
to others. What is a stumbling-block ? 
Would all people be likely to stumble over 
one? Who would be likely to fall over a 
stumbling-block? How might a girl by her 
actions or words be a stumbling-block? 
Which girls would stumble? 

But the pay. Will this generous Pay- 
master give full pay to his unprofitable serv- 
ants? He came not for profit but for love. 
He is the Saviour seeking the lost. He calls 
you to be his servant, not for what you 
might do, but because he wanted you. 

He promises us our pay for faithfulness 
and not for great and mighty works. His 
kingdom will continue to advance whether 
we work or not. But to such a Master un- 
faithfulness would be the worst kind of 
ingratitude. To render our best service is 
our joy. It is cur glory that we are servants 
of such a Master. 

How small and mean seem our refusals to 
do his work. ‘‘I have not time.’’ ‘‘ It is 
too much trouble,’’ ‘‘ It inconveniences me 
to do it,”’ 


Are you glad you serve this Master? How 
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glad? Glad enough to pray that you’ may 
‘be a strong arm to help weak girls rather 
than a block over which they stumble? Are 
you Mary Strong Arm or Mary Stumbling 
Block ? 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read Luke 17: 11-19, In what way were 
nine men ungrateful? What made them 
hurry off? What reward had the grateful 
Samari'an which the others missed? What 
do we miss by being ungrateful to God? 

Why should we give thanks? at 13: 
17; Acts 17: 24,25). When should we give 
thanks ? (Psalm 34 : 3; Psalm 92; 1, 2). 

Read Ephesians 5 ; 20. 

What book in the Bible contains the most 
verses about praise and thanks ? 

Read again Luke 17: 11-19. Have you 
cause to be grateful to God? Are you like 
the nine or like the one? In how many 
ways can our gratitude be shown? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
, 


Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


EACHER started out by asking a string 
of questions as fast as we could answer 
them. We read the lesson, and then 

he* began : ‘* Where was Jesus at this time? 
Who was he speaking to? What is an of- 
fense? What is a millstone? Who did 
Jesus mean by little ones? What is a tres- 
pass?’’ 

He brought out that Jesus was still in 
Perza; that this lesson was addressed to his 
disciples ; that the word offense used to mean 
a trap or snare, so Jesus meant anything ‘tliat 
led people into sin, 

None of us knew what a millstone was, so 
teacher described how people used to grind 
flour and meal between two big, round 
stones, with a hole in the middle, They 
used to talk about tying such a stone to a 
bad man’s neck and throwing him into the 
ocean about as we say a man ought to be 
hung. 

Teacher thinks by ‘‘ these little ones”’ 
Jesus meant some boys and girls who had 
learned to love him, and that it is very im- 
portant for boys to get a good start in the 
Christian life and not be discouraged or led 
off. 

Then he called for our three ways that we 
might lead others to do wrong, and three 
ways that we might help others to do right. 
We each read our list, and Bumps wrote 
them on the board in two different columns. 
Next we voted which were the three best 
ones. They turned out to be: 





HINDERING 
MAKING PEOPLE MAD 
DARING BOYS TO DO THINGS 
SETTING BAD EXAMPLES 


HELPING 
STANDING UP FOR THE RIGHT 
SETTING RIGHT EXAMPLES 
BRINGING BOYS T0 SUNDAY-SCHOOL 











Teacher told a story about an old steer 
they used to have in the Chicago stock-yards. 
They called him Judas because he betrayed 
other steers. When they wanted to drive a 
lot of cattle into the slaughter-pen they 
would turn old Judas in with the others, and 
he would get them to‘follow him up the 
chute and into the door. Then he would 
slip out another door and leave them to: go 
on and be killed. 

Teacher said any fellow who would tempt 
another to do wrong was just like that Judas 
steer. He says that’s why he hates the 
saloons so, because it’s their whole business 
to tempt men downward, and bad books, .bad 
pictures, bad picture-shows, tobacco stores, 
pool halls, Sunday base-ball, and all those 
things are the same way. 

Next we talked about a trespass. It’s 
when somebody does, something mean to 
you, you know. We have to forgive him 
every time he says he is sorry, or else we 
might be offending him and driving him back 
into more trespasses. 

‘* Huh,”’ declared Bulldog Jones, ** that’s 
being too easy. About the third time I’d 
teach him a lesson he wouldn’t forget for a 
month of Sundays.’’ 

‘¢ That’s just the way the disciples feit at 
first,’? answered teacher, ‘‘and when Jesus 
said no, they must always forgive. they 





prayed for more faith.’’ 
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Then teacher explained about the sycamine 
tree. He said that was Jesus’ way of teach- 
ing that faith can do anything that God is 
willing should be done, ‘* Of course,’’ said 
he, ‘‘ you wouldn’t expect God to do all the 
work if you could do it, but real faith will 
find away. God will not let true faith fail.’’ 

Then we came to the story in the last part 
of the lesson about the hired hand on the 
farm. ‘Teacher passed around the stereo- 
scope with a picture of two men plowing in 
the fields just like the servant in the story 
did. ‘Their plows were just big, crooked 
tree-iimbs, with a straight-up handle like a 
cane, One fellow had two steers hitched up 
and the other was driving a camel with a 
rope harness, 

Teacher said the point of Jesus’ story was 
that the servant needn’t get stuck up just 
because he did his work we!l, That was his 
duty. And we needn’t think God owes us 
any special favor because we forgive folks 
and try to keep from being an offense. We 
are his servants, and the very most we can 
do will only be our duty, 

Fred asked if the Bible didn’t say some- 
thing about a reward for a cup of eld water, 

*“*Oh, yes,’’ teacher answered, ‘*God 













Responsibilities of Discipleship 


T IS difficult to decide whether the pres- 
ent section (Luke 17 : I-10) is to be 
connected with the former or kept sep- 

arate, Some think that these verses have 
no connection with what precedes, especially 
as some of them are found by Matthew and 
Mark in other positions. And yet it is not 
difficult to see a link of connection. A crisis 
may have occurred among the disciples 
themselves consequent upon his reception of 
publicans and sinners (15: 1, 2). Luke isso 
generally accurate in his connections that we 
may perhaps assume that the use in Matthew 
and Mark is an instance of the same teach- 
ing being used in different circumstances, 
But whether connected or not, the lessons 
are obviously intended for Christ’s own fol- 
lowers, and as such have profound serious- 
ness, See Riddle’s ** Outline Harmony of 
the Gospels,’’ Section 99 (‘The Sunday School 
Times Co., 10 cents and 25 cents); Cros- 
cup’s ‘*Hlistorical Charts,’’ Section 114 
(the Sunday School Times Co., $1); 
Stevens and Burton’s ‘*Harmony of the 
Gospels,’’ Section 104 (Scribners, $1) Stir- 
ling’s ** Atias of the Life of Christ,’’ p. 28, 
No. 8 (Revell, 40 cents). 


Daily Studies 

Monday.—Read verses 1, 2. The first 
lesson is concerned with the sin of causing 
others to do wrong (see Matt. 18 : 6, 7; 
Mark \9: 42). Our Lord says that as the 
world now is it is impossible to avoid occa- 
sions of stumbling, and yet the man through 
whont these come incurs a very sulemn re- 
sponsibility (Luke 6 : 24; 22:22), The Greek 
word rendered ‘*occasions of stumbling’’ 
has been put into English in our word 
**scandal,’’ It means that which trips up a 
person on a pathway and causes him to fall. 
‘The one who thus leads others astray had 
better be drowned than Le the means of 
causing even one of these little ones to 
stumble. The Greek for ‘*it were well ’’ is 
very striking; it means, ‘It is worth his 
while ’’; ‘* It pays.’? The word is only 
found here in the New Testament. The 
millstone gives a vivid picture of the man’s 
being hurled into the sea with this huge 
stone fastened to his neck, It seems best to 
understand the phrase, ‘* these little ones,’’ 
as referring to those who have just entered 
the Christian life, like the pubiicans and 
others (15: 1, 2). To lead astray even one 
of those who are young in the faith is a ter- 
rible responsibility. ‘The question at once 
arises whether any of the older disciples had 
been holding aloof and were becoming cither 
angry or disheartened by our Lord’s attitude 
to these outcasts, 

Tuesday.—Read verses 3, 4. A new and 
additional lesson is introduced here, the duty 
of forgiveness. If we connect this saying 
with the preceding one we are to understand 
that an unforgiving spirit will often cause 
others to stumble,- On the one hand our 
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does reward us, but not because we deserve 
i¢,°” 

**It’s like this,’’ he went on, ‘‘sup 
your father should pay you for working in 
the garden this summer. You wouldn’t 
really deserve any pay, because according to 
law a father has the right to his son’s labor 
and wages until he is twenty-one years old, 
and anyway the most you could do in a day 
wouldn’t more than pay your board, if it did 
that. Your father pays you just to encourage 
you and show his love, So God has a per- 
fect right to all our service. ‘The most we 
can do for him, the utmost sacrifice we can 
make, is only our duty, and less than we owe. 
Whatever God does for us here, or hereafter, 
is just,his free gift to encourage us and show 
us his love,’’ 

The home questions that he gave out are; 
Where was Jesus going when he healed the 
ten (pers? Why did the lepers stand afar 
off? Why did Jesus send the lepers to the 


priests? How did the lepers show their 
faith? At what two things was Jesus sur- 
prised? Why did not the other lepers thank 
Jesus? How may we show our gratitude for 
God’s blessings ? 

West TERRE Haute, Inp. 





THE BIBLE STUDENTS CLASS 
Conducted by the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 





tenderness is not to degenerate into weak- 
ness, for if the brother does wrong he is to 
be rebuked, and yet if he repent he is to be 
forgiven, and if the sin is committed again 
and again, and repentance is shown, there is 
to be the continued forgiveness. Compari- 
son should be' made with Peter’s question 
(Matt, 18:21, 22). Of course the phrase 
‘**seven times ’’ is not to be taken with lit- 
eralness (see Psa, 119 : 164). The thought 
is of forgiveness which is without limit, and 
emphasizes the lesson of living by principle, 
not by rule. ‘To forgive seven times only 
would involve a diffieulty on the eighth oc- 
casion, and so the teaching is that we are to 
forgive quite apart from any precise rule. 
It is also to be noted that the word ‘* brother ’’ 
is mentioned as expressive of the true rela- 
tionship. Perhaps some of the older breth- 
ren had been sinning, or it may be that some 
of the younger ones had been guilty of it. 
In either case they were brethren, and as 
such were to show a true relationship. 


Wednesday. — Read verses 5, 6. Once 
again the question arises whether there is 
arly connection with the foregoing. Some 
think that the term ‘apostles ’’ implies that 
there is no connection in view of ‘*disci- 
ples’? in verse 1. Matthew and Mark have 
different connections (Matt. 17: I9, 20; 
Mark 11: 23). Others think that the apos- 
tles had been in sympathy with the spirit of 
those warned in verses 1, 2. In either case 
the apostles asked their Master to provide 
them with what was needed for their life and 
work, ** Add‘ to us faith.’? This seems to 
mean, ‘* Give us faith in addition to what has 
already been bestowed.’’ What is this faith ? 
Is it in God generally? Orin their Master’s 
method of dealing with publicans and sin- 
ners? Or so as to be able to practise the 
forgiveness and avoid the sins of verses 3, 4? 
Or is it in the promises of Christ? Each of 
these has its advocates, and tke petition may 
include them all. But the most striking 
point is the answer of Christ (v. 6). Instead 
of giving them any increase of faith it would 
seem as though he really meant: ‘* Use what 
you have and you will obtain more.’’ Not 
by having their faith increased, but by exer- 
cising what they possess would these things 
be done. 

Perhaps there was something false in the 
ring of the prayer, an unreal diffidence, ask- 
ing for a gift that really comes from active 
obedience and the experience which is 
gained by it. Perhaps they thought the du- 
ties enjoined too hard for their faith, but 
they showed that they had not the right kind 
of faith, which would have at once enabled 
them to do what seems impossible to the 
natural man, By pleading lack of it as an 
excuse for not doing what the Lord had 
commanded they showed that they hardly 
knew what faith was, It is certainly very 


| Striking that nowhere in Scripture are men 


invited to pray for faith. Faith comes from 
knowing and therefore trusting God through 
his Word, and all the prayer in the world 


| self-sufficiency. 





apart from this will not avail anything (Rom. 
10: 17).. So also here in the prayer for an 
increase of faith, the clear idea is that they 
were to use what they possessed, and as 
neither nature nor grace allows a vacuum, 
the exercise of faith would at once bring 
more into their lives, The more we know 
of God, as indeed any person on earth, the 
more we trust. Our faith is therefore the 
result of our personal acquaintance and ex- 
perience of trustwoxthiness, 


Thursday. — Read verses 7-10. Those 
who think there is a connection between this 
and the preceding suggest that as the apos- 
tles had been asking for an increase of faith 
it would seem as if they wanted it to make 
them forgiving and more willing to enter 
into their Master’s plans, and so he proceeds 
to tell them that this is not the faith they re- 
quire. While some writers insist that there 
is no connection between the sections, it is 
also true that these verses form a suitable 
close to the section dealing with the Phari- 
saic spirit. Our Lord gives what has been 
called the parable of the unprofitable servant, 
showing the entire insufficiency of works 
done. The one idea against which Christ is 
warning them is that of merit. They had 
nothing to boast of, whether in going to 
great lengths of forgiveness or in any other 
aspect of Christian service. The ground of 
this is that they are servants by the choice 
of the One who has saved them. At first 
sight this seems a hard representation of 
God, but this is probably due to the senti- 
mental and selfish attitude of mind in the 
apostles. Our Lord wishes to awake them 
to their duty. Because they were servants 
of God they were to be willing to do all 
that was required, even extra service, with- 
out complaining. Itis impossible to avoid 
noticing this in the light of chapters 15 and 
16, as well as chapter 17: 1-4. The special 
point is that no one can make a righteous 
claim to have done more than was required. 


Friday.— Read the entire passage, and 
consider the probability of a division among 
the disciples, whether of the old and new, 
in regard to what had been said in chapters 
15 and 16. Verses I and 5 may represent 
the spirit of older disciples; verses 3 and 4 
may represent the spirit of newer disciples ; 
verses 2, 3, 4, 6, give the reply of Christ, 
followed by verses 7-10, an emphatic para- 
ble. It is certainly worth while considering 
carefully whether these solemn lessons may 
not somehow or other have been prompted 
by a wrong spirit in the disciples consequent 
upon the preceding teaching, 


Saturday.—Read the passage again, con- 
centrating attention on each of the four sep- 
arate sections. In any case they emphasize 
four important and searching requirements 
for true disciples: (1) The necessity of con- 
sistency (vs. I, 2). Christians are not to be 
stumbling-blocks, but stepping-stones. There 
is nothing more terrible than to be the cause 
of sin in another, (2) The duty of forgive- 
ness is equally impressive (3, 4). The un- 
forgiving spirit is one of the deadliest foes of 
true discipleship. (3) The necessity and 
power of faith (vs. 5, 6). Every allusion 
calls for attention, because faith is the only 
and adequate response of the soul to divine 
revelation, (4) The duty of humility (vs. 
7-10). Paul was constantly fighting against 
this spirit among the Jews, which seemed 
to suggest that there was merit in human 
works to win the favor of God. We see 
here, as in the Epistle to the Romans, how 
absolutely opposed such a thought is to es- 
sential Christianity. Thus Consistency, For- 
giveness, Faith, and Humility constitute four 
essential features of true discipleship. The 
more they are pondered the more we shall 
see what God expects of us, 


Sunday.—The Golden Text is 1 Corinth- 
ians 1 : 31, ‘* He that glorieth, let him glory 
in the Lord.’’ The original word is ** boast,’’ 
and it is particularly striking to notice our 
Lord’s solemn words against all merit and 
(1) There is a boast which 
is false; the Jew boasted in his law, but 
never properly obeyed it; he boasted in 
God, but in reality blasphemed him (Rom. 
2: 17-24). Works must be absolutely per- 
fect to be pleasing to God, a fact which is 
obviously impossible to sinful man. ‘* Not 
of works, lest any man should boast ’’ (Eph, 
2: 9). Ruskin somewhere says: ‘I be- 
lieve that the root of every schism and heresy 
from which the Christian church has ever 
suffered has been the effort of men to earn 
rather than to receive their salvation,’’ (2) 
There is a boast which is impossible ; man 
cannot boast with regard to his faith, for the 
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very essence of faith is the absence of per- 
sonal pride and confidence in our own 
powers. In the act of trusting the heart 
goes outside itself and confesses its need of 
help. From first to last the soul of the be- 
liever is conscious of its own dependence on 
Christ and its own utter unworthiness. Its 
own expression is, ‘*Thou art worthy’’ 
(Rev. § : 9). (3). But there is a boast 
which is both true and possible, and it is a 
striking paradox that boasting for a true 
Christian can be both Jegitimate and inspir- 
ing. The word * boast’’ is almost invaria- 
bly used in unworthy connections, but it is 
one of the glories of the gospel that it can 
take an idea, purge it of its unworthiness, 
and employ it as one of the most inspiring 
attitudes of the soul. There are no less than 
seven aspects of the believer’s boasting. He 
can boast in God (Rom. 5 : 11); in Christ 
(Rom, 15 : 17; 1 Cor. 1: 313 Phil. 3: 3); 
in the cross (Gal. 6:14); in tribulations 
(Rom. 5 : 3) ; in infirmities (2 Cor. 11 : 30) ; 
in God’s work (Rom, 2: 7; 2 Cor, 11: 10); 
1 Thess. 2: 19); in hope of future glory 
(Rom. 5:2). In all these passages the 
original word is the same, meaning ‘‘ boast.’’ 
The more our souls are occupied with this 
spirit the truer our life will be. 


Questions for Further Study 


1. The original word rendered ‘* occa- 
sions of stumbling,’’ together with its cog- 
nate verb, should be carefully studied by the 
help of Young’s ‘* Analytical Concordance ”’ 
(Funk and Wagnalls, $6 to $12, according 
to binding). It will be seen how much 
there is concerning the solenin possibilities 
of being led astray, or leading others astray. 


2. The question of forgiveness is also very 
prominent in the Gospels, and frequent 
warnings are found against the unforgiving 
spirit. This constitutes a special Bible 
study. 

3. In the Synoptic Gospels faith is vari- 
ously brought before us, The present writer 
gave a Bible reading on it in the ‘* Exposi- 
tory Times”’ for July, 1913. It constitutes 
one of the vital principles of the Christian 
life as the human response to the divine rev- 
elation, 


4. The question of merit is also one of 
great importance, because it is an inherent 
human tendency to think that it can com- 
mend itself to God. All through the New 
Testament the emphasis laid on grace shows 
the impossibility of anything meritorions in 
life. 

WycuirFe CoLLece, Toronto. 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











NE of the recent books on church effi- 
ciency (** Church Efficiency,’’ by D.C, 
Tremaine, Revell, 50 cents) has 

called attention to the fact that eighty-two 
percent of the church members come from 
the Sunday-school, but that only fifteen per- 
cent of the Sunday-school scholars ever 
unite with the church, The writer then 
suggests that ‘*serious attention be given to 
this valuable by-product, to stem the loss of 
eighty-five percent of its productiveness.’’ 
A little later. he says: ‘ Efficiency is not 
acquired by a multiplicity of wheels, but by 
simplicity of operation,’’? and that ‘* con- 
servation of energy is essential to church effi- 
ciency.” 

These statements, it seems to me, are re- 
lated, The loss in gaining so few relatively 
from the. Sunday-school into the church is 
apparent, but may it not be true that this 
has been due in many instances to a lack of 
definite objective? Teachers whose object 
it is to relate their scholars personally to 
the Master usually make that their first great 
duty, by patient and persistent effort. They 
seldom fail. But it is not enough to have 
the interest of the teacher; the parents and 
brothers and sisters in the home must be in- 
terested, too. All must work together for 
this object. The work is worthy of this 
complete ¢o-operation. 

This is the simple rather than complex 
way to accomplish the result, andthe home 
is the real place to conserve this valuable 
energy. Unity of object, the church, pastor, 
Sunday-school superintendent, and teachers, 
the parents and brothers and sisters, may 
wield a great influence, if all or part of them 
are working and praying, constantly and 
naturally, for the same end. / 
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LESSON FOR MAY 24 (Luke 17: 1-10) 


May 18 to 24 


Mona.—Luke 17: 1-10. Unprofitable 

There is a mistaken idea which frequently 
prevails that we should be paid or rewarded 
i the performance of our definite duty. 
‘true, we should be punished if we do not, 
but doing one’s duty does not require nor ex- 
pect the recognition of reward. ‘‘ Whatso- 
ever he saith unto you, do it,”’ is the text of 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for greater 
faith ; faith to believe God will lead us this 
and every day ; faith to believe that ** man’s 
disappointment is his appointment”; faith 
Zo overlook perplexing and trying circum- 
stances and surroundings and trust God im- 
plicitly; faith to believe that all will turn 
out as God planned. 
Tues.—Matt. 18: 7-17. Dealing with 

‘Too often we are angered or disgusted 
with those who err, or at least we are very 
impatient and troubled, when we might win 
them back and save them by patience, kind- 
ness, and confidence. A single angry or 
impatient word may lose a life-chance to 
help and save. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God for greater 
faith in himself; faith to accomplish re- 
sults; faith that he will work through us. 
Pray for more confidence and trust in him, 
So many of us, like Jacob of old, think we 
must work ut his plan without waiting to 
let him work. oth Jacob and his mother 
Jailed by trying to anticipate what God had 
promised as to the birthright. 
Wed.—Matt. 24 : 45-51. 
Faithful and Unfaithful Servants. 

Faithfulness and persistency are synonyms, 
‘The test of patience and faith is demanded, 
Wait and work and bide God’s time. Many 
of us fail because we wish results so quickly. 
The faithful servant works on, whether he 
expects the Master’s return now or in the 
distant future. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS Thank God for his 
belief and confidencein usall; for his will- 
ing forgiveness when we sin; for his con- 
stant care and watchfulness overus. Thank 
him that we never can get away from the 
influence and power of the prayers of our 
parents who prayed for us from the time we 
were babes, 


" Phurs.—2 Tim. 3: 10-17. Heroic Devotion. 


The’ test of devotion is ‘disapproval and 
persecution, but the’ true servant of God is 
not troubled ‘by these, but finds added com- 
fort in his Master. The passage should come 
to us frequently, ‘‘counted worthy to suffer 
for him.’’ Christ never seems so near to us 
as when others draw away from us, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God to make 
us more grateful for our friends; ask for 
the gift of seeing the good traits in others; 
jor blindness to the faults of others, that we 
may not form critical opinions or ever ex- 
press them, Ask for appreciative eyes and 
hearts, to see the good and overlook the fault, 
Fri.—Acts 6: 8-15. Cost of Loyalty. 

Loyalty to Christ will have its test, for 
wicked men delight to stir up opposition, no 
matter what means, they may use. But the 
loyal soul cares little or nothing. The false 
words of his opposers could not even disturb 
the countenance of Stephen; his very face 
was angelic, ° 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for opportu- 
nities to encourage and help others wherever 
life’s duties may lead us, There are so 
many places and people whom we will never 
pass or meet again, Pray that we may 
leave growing seeds of verdure and fragrance 
behind us everywhere, and thus change 
desert places into bloom, 

Sat.—Matt. 19 : 23-30. Reward of Self-Sacrifice, 

The happiest souls some ‘of us have ever 
seen are those who apparently have left 
earth’s best gifts for Christ and their fellow- 
men. ‘The great rewards of life are not ac- 
cumulations, but characters and soul posses- 
sions. The ecstasy of the soul is only known 


through sacrifice ‘and self-effacement. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Remember in 
prayer those whose lives have been placed in 
quiet, lonely places, As I write, I am pass- 
ing through one of the desert portions of the 
Jar, far West. Here and there is a little 
Srame or mud house. Pray for the lonely, 
scattered, distant homes who know nothing 
of neighbors or fellowship. Ask Christ to 
enter every lonely home and life. 

Sun.—1 Thess, 5: 12-24. Christian Behavior. 

This is a chapter we ought to read fre- 
quently, for it is full cf sound and helpful 
wisdom. If we were toselect a few of these 
virtues, we might say: ‘Value others, es- 
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pecially those who work with you. Never 
return evil for evil. Be happy. Pray about 
everything. Do not ever appear a wrong- 
doer,”’ 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the for- 
eigners in our country who are so far dis- 
tant from their native lands. Pray for the 
many Mexicans and Spaniards who have 
recently crossed the border. Pray for the 
fast-going Indians. Pray for the colored 
people. Pray for the Greeks, Italians, 
Polish, Bohemians, and the scores of other 
nations, that we may all be one in Christ 
Jesus. 





| Asx Marion Lawrance 





ONTARIO.—Can you tell me where we can 
secure good illustrations for the 
Sunday-school lessons? So far as | can find 
out, Our Sunday-school helps do not publish 
them, and it is not convenient for us to originate 
our own.—M., E, O. 

HE reason you do not find so many 
blackboard designs in the lesson helps 
is because of the introduction of the 

Graded Lessons. This does not mean that 
the blackboard is not to be used, for it is 
used more than ever; but it does mean that 
it is impossible to prepare blackboard designs 
for the whole school unless the school is 
using the Uniform Lesson, You will find, 
however, that the illustrations for any given 
department or grade should be built upon 
the lesson in use, and the Graded Lessons 
yield themselves to blackboard treatment of 
scourse. You will find this provided for in 
some of the lesson helps, 

‘The best way, however, is to become 
familiar with the general use of the black- 
board, and then study out your own illus- 
trations from the lesson to be used. Flor- 
ence Darnell’s little book entitled ‘* The 
Blackboard Class’’ is fine as a means of 
learning the general use of the board (Wilde, 
25 cents). Stenciled designs and other 
blackboard designs are prepared by March 
Brothers of Lebanon, Ohio. ‘These designs 
enable anybody to do attractive, simple 
blackboard work, even if he has no ability 
at drawing. Ordinarily, the simplest work 
is the best, and especially that done in the 
presence of the school or class. 





NEw JERSEY.—Our County Sunday School 
Association has recently appointed me town- 
ship secretary. Car you ag me any sugges- 
tions as to my duties in that position? Our 
township is, like so many, unenthusiastic con- 
cerning the association or any concerted effort 
looking toward the betterment of Sunday-school 
methods. ‘Ihe conditions where the Italian 
settlement is located are pretty general all over 
the township,—the former inhabitants moving 
out, and the foreign element crowding in, I 
have been thinking that if we are successful in 
our attempt it will be an impetus for these other 
small churches. ‘There is not a strong church 
in the township,—all are weak and poor, Meth- 
odist with two exceptions, a Baptist and mission 
Presbyterian. I shall appreciate anything you 
are able to offer in the line of advice or sugges- 
tion.—T. T. 

ASSUME that there are six or eight, or 
possibly more, churches and Sunday- 
schools, mostly small, in your township. 

It ought not to be a difficult matter to secure 
life and vigor in a township organization, 
though the incoming of the Italians and the 
outgoing of your own people is your greatest 
difficulty, The Italians can and should be 
helped. The only way to keep a township 
organization alive is to have township con- 
ventions at proper intervals, with programs 
that are really helpful. If you help folks, 
they will come. If you do not, they will not 
come, and they cannot be blamed for that. 
Do not imagine that you must get some 
great speaker from abroad, or go to large, 
expense, in order to have a good, helpful 
township convention. 

Suppose, fer example, you should call to- 
gether the superintendents of all the schools 
in the township, and lay the matter before 
them. It would not be out of the way to 
ask each superintendent to indicate the 
weakest feature in his own Sunday-school. 
When these subjects are brought together, 
you will find that where one superintendent 
has failed another has succeeded. Put that 
successful one on the program, and ask him 
to talk on that subject, and so with other 
topics that would grow out of what the su- 
perintendents had placed before you. If you 
come to topics that cannot be handled by 








anybody in your township, call for somebody 


from another part of the county or write to the | 
general secretary of your State Sunday School 
Association for advice. (In New Jersey this 
official is Professor Isaac B. Burgess, 835 
Broad Street, Newark.) 

Be sure that your program is livened up 
and enriched with good music and devo- 
tional services and some Bible study periods, 
Allow ample time for conference and discus- 
sion. Suppose, for example, one of the top- 
ics you want to consider is the Home De- 
partment, Send to your state association 
office for some round-table leaflets on the 
Home Department. Here you will find a 
number of questions that have been framed 
to bring out all phases of that department of 
the work, The discussion of this round- 
table leaflet, even if no specialist is present, 
will be found helpful, and it will be difficult 
to stop the discussion when the time is up. 

At another time you might emphasize some 
other feature of the work, such as teacher- 
training. When this is done, however, there 
shotld be a few addresses on other topics as 
well, At another time you could emphasize 
the organized class; at another time, the 
work among the little children, and so on, 
Where there is ‘* something doing ’’ continu- 
ally, and thought and study and hard work 
put into the program and the convention 
arrangements, there is seldom any failure to 
secure good results, 

Of course, you will advertise meetings 
thoroughly. No matter how fine your pro- 
gram is, if the people do not know about the 
convention they will not attend. I believe 
proper advertising would add fifty percent to 
the attendance of all of our Sunday-school 
conventions throughout the country. That 
would mean adding a million more people to 
the large number already attending these 
conventions annually. It pays to advertise 
when you have something worth advertising. 





ILLINOIS.—Can you give me any help, or 
suggest any book, on how to conduct Junior 
Girls’ Club? ‘hese are lively city girls of the 
poorer class, such as attend city mission Sun- 
day-school. I want something that will be 
really helpful for the girls rather than merely 
entertainment.—M, C. 

UNIOR girls of the ages generally under- 
stood as junior—namely, nine to twelve 
—are. rather young to ove a club, un- 

less the teacher of the class or some older 
person: is identified with it. Many such 
clubs, however, are in existence, and are 
doing good work, 

You will find helpful suggestions in the 
Secondary Division leaflets issued by the 
International Sunday School Association. 
These may be obtained from the General 
Secretary of your State Sunday School Asso- 
ciation (in Illinois this official is Mr. Hugh 
Cork, 1418 Mallers Building, Chicago), 

I recommend also that you secure Miss 
Emma A, Robinson’s book, entitled ‘* The 





Making of Men and Women,”’’ published by 
The Methodist Book Concern (75 cents). | 
It is full of choice ideas about work among | 
Juniors, and one part of it is devoted to the 
social side of their lives. 

You might also get the book entitled 
** Fifty Social Evenings,’’ by Mm, Annie E, 
Smiley (Methodist Book Concern, 25 cents). 
You will find much help from reading the 
books I have named. 





CALIFORNIA, — Aside from The Sunday- 
School Executive, published by the David C. 
Cook Company, is there any other publication 
especially designed for the Sunday-school 
su in ft, either of a denominational or 
independent character ? 

HE publication to which you refer is 
exceedingly helpful. The Superin- 
tendent, a publication issued by the 

American Baptist Publication Society, Phila- 
delphia, is a magazine of long standing and 
high quality. It is true to its name, and is 
prepared for superintendents, The sub- 
scription price is 25 cents a year. 

You will find also special departments for 
the superintendent, and for other depart- 
ments of the school with which the superin- 
tendent should be familiar, in many of the 
denominational monthly magazines, and in 
The Sunday School Times. There are also 
publications devoted to the adult Bible class 
and to other features of the work. 

You could not invest a few dollars to bet- 
ter advantage than to subscribe for some of 
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Remove the Cause 
INDIGESTION 


Horsford’s Acid Phosphate 
relieves J open — rg oh ac- 
com nausea, m- 
sia” Gish Z 


stomach. Half a teaspoonful 
pod = yn + of water brings 
quick relief. 


Horsford’s 
Acid Phosphate 


(Non-Alcoholic) 








BECOME 
A NURSE 


E have trained 
thousands of 
women in their own 
homes to earn $10 to 
5 a week as nurses. 
ur graduates number 
7,000—a record une- 
suaned by any institu- 
t 
| 












ion. Send for ‘‘ How 
me a Nurse’’ 
—248 pages with actua| 

experiences, g8 i/lus- 

trated lesson pages free to inguirers. 


THE CHAUTAUQUA SCHOOL OF NURSIN 
286 Main St. 13th Year. , R-A g 


~~~Preparation for”) 


Social and Religious Service 


The Schauffler Missionary Training School 
prepares young women of American and foreign 
parentage for social and religious service amon 

their own people ; also for church visitors, pastors 
secretaries, and the various forms of institutional 
church work, Correspond with the Principal, 


Mrs.Mary W.Mills,5111 Fowler Ave.S.E.,Cleveland,0, 














PHILLIPS BIBLE INSTITUTE 


CANTON, OHIO 


Besides resident classes for Pastors, Evangelists, 
Assistants and Bible School Specialists,. cotirses 
are also offered by correspondence for home study. 
Positions for self help are guaranteed to resident 
students who need such assistance, ea 


SEND FOR LITERATURE TO-DAY 


“Nothing 
Ventured, 
Nothing 
Gained” 


and in some cases 
there is a big oppor- 
tunity lost. 

















The next International Sun- 
day School Convention will 
be held in Chicago, Illi- 
nois, June, 23-30, 1914. You 
will surely want to get a 
larger vision of the growth 
and possibilities of Sunday- 
school work everywhere by 
being present in person. 


We can explain to you a 
plan designed to enable you 
to attend the convention with- 
out money cost to you. | 


It will take you only a few 
minutes to send a postal card 
request for information about 
the plan. 


these publications. You will find something | This is Your Opportunity 


in every issue that you would be sorry to 
have missed. It is no longer a question of 
finding the help we need in printed form, 





but the difficultv is how to discriminate with 
such an embarrassment of riches. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. (fenyention) 


Departmen 
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Tye Sanday School Times 


Philadelphia, May 9, 1914 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada, ‘hese rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
$1.00 separate addresses or in a pack 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 

* One copy, or any number of 

$ 1 50 copies less than five, $1.50 each, 

per year. One copy, five years, $6.00, 

One free copy addi- 

Free Copies joni will beallowed 

for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate, 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School ‘limes wiM be sent to rey, of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
For Ureat Britain, Mr. T, French Downie, 21 

or n, r. « n 

mroten Came, London, E.C.,will receive yearly or 
half-yearty subscriptions at the above rate, the paper to 
be mailed direct from Phiiadeiphia to the subscribers. 
Mr. Downie can also suppiy tne other publications of 
Nhe Sunday School ‘limes Company, 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, except by special request. 
Enough copies any one issue of the paper to 
+s of a school toexamine tt, will 
be sent free upon application. 


Tue Sunpay ScHoot Timgs Co., Publishers, 


1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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Bibles for 
Children’sDay 








AMERICAN 
STANDARD 
BIBLE 


Edited by the 
American Revision 
because it is the latest and best 
translation, and theretore is the 
one with which the children and 
young people ot your church and 
Sunday School should become tamiliar. 
The simple language of the American 
Standard Version brings the reader more 
closely into contact with the exact thought 
ot the sacred writersthan any other version. 


The American Standard Bible 
‘is used ‘and recommended by the greatest 
Biblical scholars, and is the basis for the 
uniform and graded lessons prepared by 
the International Lesson Committee. 
Made in all styles; prices from 35 cts. up. 

Send for our booklet, ** The Wonder- 
ful Story of How the Bible Came Down 
through the Ages,’’ with illuminating 
questions. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Bible Publishers for over Sixty Years. 





381A Fourth Ave., New York 
7 é, 














CHALFONTE 
ATLANTIC CITY 
THE LEEDS COMPANY 











ALWAYS OPEN 
ON THE BEACH 











scholars joining the League. 
$20.00 per hundred. 


Testament League. 


meee or in a lady's purse. 
a 


Pocket Testament 
League Supplies 


Pictorial League Testaments 


In American Revision or King Tames Version, beautifully illustrated, bound 
in cloth. Either version is an ideal book for presentation to Sunday-school 
Price, 25 cents each, postpaid: $2.50 


a dozen: and 


Leather League Testaments 


In American Standard Revision or King James Version., Issued for the Pocket 
A wonderful achievement in Testament making. 
clear type, soft flexible leather binding, with frontispiece. 
postpaid. The King James edition is small enough to be carried in the vest 


Large 
Price, 50 cents each, 


The American Standard Revision is somewhat 
rger, 2x4% inches, in convenient pocket size. 





Version is desired. Pledg 


In ordering Testaments, please state whether American Revision or King James 
‘e Cards 25 cents per hundred. 





THE SUNDAY 
1031 





SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
Walnut Street, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 











Books Worth Noting 











The Laws of the Earliest Gospel (By 
the Rev. E. H. Pearce, M.A., Canon of 
Westminster), —‘Two hundred years ago 
Dame Joan Upton made provision for five 
Lenten sermons each year in the Collegiate 
Church of St. Peter, Westminster. At first 
five men were selected to deliver these dis- 
courses, but of recent years one lecturer has 
been chosen to present a course each year. 

The little volume here noticed contains 
the course for 1913. ‘The subject is the 
Gospel According to Mark, which the lec- 
turer regards as ‘* the earliest Gospel.’’ His 
effort is to show the adequacy of the teach- 
ings it contains, despite its brevity and its 
peculiar characteristics, He accepts the 
view that this Gospel was used by the other 
Synoptists. ‘The treatment is thorough, rev- 
erent, and instructive, and the author has 
made a valuable contribution to the biblical 
theology of the New Testament, (Gorham, 
40 cents.) 


The Matchless Life (By William W. 
Osgoodby).—The sub-title of this volume in- 
dicates fully its purpose and character: ** The 
Records of the Four Evangelists Arranged in 
a Continuous Narrative.’’ Such ‘*consoli- 
dated Gospels,” as they have been termed, 
have frequently appeared, beginning with 
Tatian’s Diatessaron (A. D. 160). In the 
volume here noticed the compiler has wisely 
adopted the order of the Harmony of Stevens 
and Burton, and properly used the text of 
the American Standard Revised Version, A 
marginal index is given, and the words of 
Jesus are printed in distinctive type. Other 
minor conveniences are introduced. The 
genealogies are given at the close of the 
book, with an explanatory note, upholding 
the view that Luke gives the Davidic lineage 
of Mary. The general index is full and accu- 
rate, and the volume is well printed. 
Life Publishing Co., Rochester, 
$1.50.) 


The Book of Job (By Homer B. Sprague, 
Ph.D.).—The editor’s aim is to popularize 
Job for ordinary people. He gives a new 
version which shows the parallelisms of the 


NT, 


Hebrew and yet preserves the poetical beauty. | 
An introductory essay discusses various theo- | 


ries as to the purpose of the book, and then 
argues that it provides an allegory of man’s 
life, in refutation of the then prevalent doc- 
trine that worldly prosperity means personal 
integrity. It also suggests a solution of the 
mystery of undeserved suffering in the light 
of the doctrine of evolution, and accounts for 
Job’s inconsistencies by suggesting that his 
sufferings affected his reason, ‘here is thus 
no little novelty in the contentions, and 
opinions will differ as to how far the author 
has been successful in proving his point. 
But he has certainly provided an interesting 
and valuable contribution to the study of one 
of the most difficult books in Scripture, and 
the volume will at once take its place with 
other recent works, (Sherman, French & 
Co., $1.25 net.) 


Story-Tell Lib Goes Abroad.—When 
Mrs. Annie Trumbull Slosson gave us the 
quaint tales which ‘‘ Story-Tell Lib’ tells 
to her group of listeners in a little mountain 
village, she brought a rare sweetness, strength, 
and comfort into many lives. The stories 
were first published in the columns of ‘The 
Sunday School Times, then were brought 
out in book form by Charles Scribner’s Sons 
(50 cents). The steady sales of the little 
book are a testimony to its eloquent message. 
And now Story-Tell Lib is going to carry 
her blessings farther afield than ever; for a 
translation of the book into Danish has been 
made, and is published in Copenhagen by 
E. Jespersens Forlag. The translator is 
Mrs. Marie Monrad, whose daughter is a 
librarian at Yale University, The quaint 
Danish title of the book, which has its own 
illustrations and cover design, reads sug- 
gestively: ‘‘ Historie-Lise.’”’ It has been 
favorably received in Denmark, and among 
the pleasant words of the critics is the com- 
ment of one reviewer that not until now has 
he met with any stories which might be 
placed side by side with those of Hans 
Christian Andersen. It is good to know 
that these stories of ‘* The Shet-Up Posy,’’ 
‘©The Horse That B’leeved He’d Get 
There,’’ *‘ The Plant That Lost Its Berry,’’ 
and ** The Boy That Was Scaret o° Dyin’,”’ 


(The | 
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will continue to carry their revealing and 
uplifting messages into the same kinds of 
needy human hearts across the sea that have, 
in the homeland, learned to be grateful to 
Story-Tell Lib and Mrs. Slosson, 


The Sunday-School at Work (Edited 
by John T. Faris, D.D.).—This book is writ- 
ten on the *‘angle’’ method by a group of 
specialists. The following is a list of the topics 
covered, with the authors: ‘* The Superin- 
tendent and His Assistants,’’ Philip E. How- 
ard; ‘* The Secretary and His Assistants,’’ 
Rev. A. H. McKinney, Ph. D.; ‘¢ The Treas- 
urer and the Librarian,’? Amos R. Wells; 
**The Sunday-School Graded,’’ Rev. A. H. 
McKinney, Ph.D.; ‘* The Graded Lessons,’’ 
Rev. E. Morris Fergusson; ‘*The Adult 
Class,’? W. C. Pearce and others; ‘‘The 
Teacher Training Class,” Rev. Franklin 
McElfresh, Ph.D.; ‘*The Home Depart- 
ment,’’ Rev, E, Morris Fergusson; ‘‘ How 
to Increase Attendance,’’ Rev. Jay S.:Stow- 
ell; ‘* Missionary Education,’’ Ralph E. Dif- 
fendorfer ; ‘* Bringing the Pupil to a Decision 
for Christ,’? George G. Mahy, D.D. In the 
departments treated the rom is full of prac- 
tical help to those who want to know the 
compass, the plan, and the method of the 
modern Sunday-school. It offers. expert 
guidance to those who would shape their 
schools for more efficient work. (Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, $1.25 postpaid.) 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, May 24, 1914 


The Christian Meaning of Recent 
Events (Psa. 11.: 1-7). A News- 
paper meeting. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Interpretation {Dan. 5 : 5, 25-31). 

‘LUES,—The inner voice (John 16 : 12-15). 

WED.—A prophet's explanation (Hag. 1 : 
I-11). 

THURS. — Christ's comment (T.uke 13 : 1-5). 

FRI.—Meaning of calamity (Neh. 1 * 3-11). 

Sa'r.—God's providence (Phil. 1 : 12-21). 











Relate an episode and tell its Christian sig- 
nificance, 


Mention one moral issue discussed in the 
papers. . 


Why should Christians be interested in all 
that is taking place ? 


RESENT events will be past history to- 
morrow, The things which to-day we 
read as history were once presént 

events. Of course it takes time to give events 
and men their right dimensions and propor- 
tion. Contemporary judgments are very 
likely to be at fault. Waker Bagehot was 
one of the most penetrating and discerning 
writers of his day, but George Sampson says 
he ‘*thought nothing of Abraham Lincoln 
and a great deal of Sir George Lewis. . . . 
author of treatises on ancient astronomy, an- 
cient history and ancient languages; Secre- 
tary to the Treasury, Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, and: War Secretary in successive 
Palmerston ministries, and altogether as com- 
pletely dead as it is possible for a departed 
statesman to be.’’ So men err in measuring 
their contemporary men, And so men err, 
also, in measuring events, Can you cite any 
notable case of this in the past ? 


But the fact that we cannot tell how things 
are going to look from a distance is no reason 
for not seeing them as truly as possible from 
where we stand. Just to let events break 
upon us and not to examine them, interrogate 
them, and interpret them, is the part of the 
dumb creatures. It is not our necessity. 
And it is not our necessity to accept as final 
any one’s interpretation. For many of us it 
is hard to escape the intimidation of type. If 
we see a statement in print, especially in a 
newspaper editorial, a special validity 
attaches to it. Why should it? If the man 
who wrote knew more than we know, or is 
wiser than we, we may properly give that 
much more value to his judgment than to our 
own, but otherwise we are as good interpret- 
ers of events and judges of life as he is, and 
ought to exercise our faculties. What men 
say and do is material for us to examine can- 
didly and thoughtfully and make ap ourown 

















LESSON FOR MAY 24 (Luke 17 : 1-10) 


minds about. Do we? Or do we just read 
and listen and then go on eating our food? 


s in God’s world. 


% 
All that happens h 
out of his plans. 


It enters into the wo 
It thwarts or s retards or forwards, 
the best will of Back of all that nengens 
are principles of action, conscious or implicit. 
What are these? Are they in accord with 
the principles of Christ or o to them? 
Or are they mixed? Would such events be 
ible in a world that acknowledged the 
ingdom of God? If not, what would be 
different? Can this difference be brought 
about ? 


Is there not a Christian view of life? If 
there is, then we ought to take that view and 
judge life in the light of it, and seek to make 
it prevail, The question of our policy in 
Mexico, of the Panama tolls ogee yo to 
American ships, of our relations with Japan 
and with the Japanese in California, of our 
treaty relations with Russia, of Great Britain’s 
policy toward the discontinuance of the opium 
trade in China and her relations to Germany, 
-of Russia’s atttitude toward the Jews, of 
France’s attitade toward the Roman Catholic 
Cherch, are all questions, with a thousand 
more, which Christians ought to view in a 
Christian way. 


The whole world is the only world there 
is. Our interest in events should cover as 
much of the life of all mankind as we can 
learn about. 

Biography, said an ancient writer, is history 
teaching by examples, The biography of the 
next generation is the present life of this. It 
has lessons for us which those coming after 
us can read. - Have we eyes for them? 


A homeless mother with a child in her 
arms fainted of hunger on Fifth Avenue, New 
York City. The morning paper told the 
story. Did it have no great and far-reaching 
meaning? What did God think of such a pos- 
sibility ? 

All the world had to recognize a Christian 
meaning in the Chinese awakening. 


A negro committed a:crime. A mob 
lynched the negro. A blackcrime. A white 
crime. One God, Judge over-all, and: just. 

The Son through whom God still speaks is 
living in the world and working. Can our 
souls hear his voice, or our eyes read the 
message he is ever writing upon life? 





Children at Home 











Mother’s Surprise 
‘By Anne Porter Johnson 


PRGINIA and Ruth were a little bit out 
of patience as they stood looking out 
of the dining-room window, their feet 

tap-a-tap-tapping on the floor, It was too 
cold to play out-doors, and they were tired 
of everything in the house, 

‘* What’s the trouble, girlies?’’ asked 
mother, 

‘*Nothing to do,’’? said both girls to- 
gether, 

‘Well, well!’? exclaimed mother, 
‘*That’s queer. I wish I could say that. 
Why, I have so many things to do that I can 
hardly decide which to do first! If you 
were a little bigger I could find you plenty 
to do, Ifere is the dusting and bed-making, 
and a dozen other things, besides the dinner. 
Dear me!”’ she added, looking at the clock, 
‘it’s time to start dinner! I don’t want my 
little girlies to grow up too fast, bat I’m sure 
it will be very nice to have their help after a 
while.” 

She hurried out into the kitchen to start 
dinner, Father came at twelve, and had to 
hurry back, so dinner must be on time. 
Some extra things had. hindered on this par- 
ticular morning, and the dusting and bed- 
making were not yet done. Virginia and 
Ruth looked at each other. Their eyes grew 
big and bright, a half-smile peeped out in 
each face, and the frowns left so quickly 
that no one could tell where they went. 
But it made no difference where they went— 
so long as they went. 

**I know where the dusi-cloths are,’’ Vir- 
ginia whispered. 

‘All right. Bring two,’’ Ruth motioned, 
holding up two fingers, 

Virginia. found the dust-cloths withcut 
mother noticing. ‘*We’ll begin on the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


chairs,’’ she said, ‘‘ and let’s be very careful. 
We don’t want to leave a speck of dust.’’ 

They worked away very quietly, poking 
the cloths in between the rounds in the backs 
of the chairs, and digging out every bit of 
dust they could find. They went over the 
table-legs, the window-sills, the floor, and 
everything they could reach. You see they 
were not very big, and the sideboard was 
too high. 

** The room looks better,’’ said Ruth. 

‘Of course it does,’’? replied Virginia. 
**We can help some, anyway, if we’re nob 
very big.’’ 

Virginia took the dust-cloths back to the 
kitchen. ‘* You must have found pepe: 
to do,’® said mother. 
gone.’”’ 

** Yes, we’re real busy,’ said Virginia, 
hurrying back, and leading the way up- 
stairs.’’ 

** Beds are very hard to make, I know,”’’ 
she said, ‘* but we’ll try it.’’ 

With their own little beds they got along 
very nicely, but the big ones were not so 
easy. They tu and pounded the mat- 


tresses, pulled the sheets and quilts until | 
they were straight and even, put the spreads - 


on so that the fringe hung just right all 


around, and fixed the pillows at the head as | 


they had often seen mother do. 

**They’re not quite so smooth as when 
mother makes them,’’ admitted Virginia, 
patting down a few hilly places, 

They hung up the clothes, folded the 
towels on the washstand, and arranged the 
things neatly on the dressers. 

** Why, why !”’ they heard mother exclaim 
as she came into the dining-room. ‘‘ How 
nice everything looks !’’ 

The girls ran downstairs, laughing. 

** Girlies, have you seen any fairies ?”’ 

** No, we haven’t,”’ replied Virginia. 

**It’s very strange,’”? went on mother,— 
‘¢ very strange indeed! Something very nice 
has happened in this room. When I went 
out to get dinner a while ago, the chairs 
were covered with dust; now I can’t see a 
speck any place. It’s very strange. I’ll 
have te speak to father about it.”’ 

Virginia and Ruth giggled behind their 
hands, and said nothing. 

When father was told, he shook his head. 

** 1 never heard of fairies doing such hard 
work,’’ he said, ** and anyway it would soil 
their silver dresses and slippers. Besides, 
they’re too frail. Why, it takes good, round, 
fat arms to do work like that.’’ But while 
he said all this, he was winking at Virginia 
and Ruth. 





Happy Now 
Family of Twelve Drink Postum 


‘‘It certainly has been a blessing in 
our home,” writes a young lady in re- 
gard to Postum. 

‘‘Team one of a family of twelve, who, 
before using Postum, would make a 
healthy person uncomfortable by their 
complaining of headache, dizziness, sour 
stomach, etc., from drinking coffee. 

‘*For years mother suffered from pal- 

itation of the heart, sick headache and 

ad stomach, and at times would be 
taken violently ill, About a year ago 
she quit coffee and began Postum. 

‘*My brother was troubled with head- 
ache and dizziness all the time he drank 
coffee. All those troubles of my mother 
and brother have disappeared since 
Postum has taken the place of coffee. 

‘“‘A sister was ill nearly all her life 
with headache and heart trouble, and 
about all she cared for was coffee and 
tea. The doctors told her she must 
leave them alone, as medicine did her 
no permanent good. 

‘*She thought nothing would take the 
place of coffee until we induced her to 
try Postum. Now her troubles are all 
gone and she is a happy little woman, 
enjoying life as people should. 

Name given by the Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. 

Postum now comes in two forms : 

Regular Postum—must be well boiled. 
15c and 25¢ packages. 

Instant Postum—is a soluble powder. 
A teaspoonful dissolves quickly in a 
cup of hot water and, with cream and 
sugar, makes a delicious beverage in- 
Stantly. 30c and 5oc tins. 

The*cost per cup of both kinds is 
about the same. 





*“*There’s a Reason” for Postum. 
‘ —sold by Grocers. 


‘* The puckers are all. 


After dinner was over, mother went up- 


‘| stairs, while the girls stood on the landing 


and listened, 

** Well, well, the beds are all made! Isn’t 
that fine ? And the rooms look so tidy! I’m 
so glad. Now I can rest a while.” 

** It’s alla surprise for you, mother,” cried 


mother. 









overtake it. 








Virginia and Ruth, jumping up in front of 
thet 


If the end of your thirst was a 
mile away, Hires would 


At fountains or in bottles at 
grocers’, fruit stands, etc. 


Send home a case of cool waves to the folks. 


When in Atlantic City see Hires Boardwalk store 
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‘«It is a nice surprise,’’ said mother, pat- 
ting the brown heads. : 

** I’m glad to hear it,”’ said father when he 
came home that evening. ‘‘So it was a 
couple of real girls in blue gingham dresses 
and black shoes, after all, instead of fairies 
with silver dresses and slippers, Hurrah for 
the real girls !’’ 

REYNOLDsBURG, O. 
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AT THIS SPECIAL PRICE OUR STOCK OF 
THIS BOOK SHOULD SOON BE EXHAUSTED 


The 
Four Gospels 


bound by themselyes in substantial leather binding make one of 
the most useful books imaginable for every teacher and student of 
the lessons for 1914'in' Matthew, Mark and Luke. 

‘The book is very thin—a little more than’a quarter inch with 
the covers. Athd it is just the right size (274x454 inches) to slip into 


This special edition in the American Standard Version (leather 
bound) formerly sold for 50 cents postpaid. The 1912 list of lesson 
topics and Golden Texts is bound up with them. 
fore cut the price one-half, and will send copies postpaid to any 


25 cents each; $2.50 a dozen; $20.00 a 100 


holds out. 
Jrom The Sunday School Times office. 


THE SunpDay Scuoot Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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And you will want to go to the next 


World’s 
Sunday School 
Convention 


IN TOKYO, JAPAN, 1916 


Ask for the Tokyo Expense Plan. It explains 
how to go without money cost to yourself. 
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LISTERINE 


HE toilet of the 

mouth isincom- 
plete without rins- 
ing with a mouth- 
wash. Listerine is 
the most agreeable 
and efficient anti- 
septic mouth-wash 
thatcan be prepared. 
Use it every day. 








All Druggists Sell Listerinz, 
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Sermon Kernels 
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by Dr. Charles Frederic Goss. 
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The Bible Study Revival 


( Continued from page 299) 


the result of Mr, Chafer’s work a Bible confer- 
ence association has recently been organ- 
ized at Charlotte, North Carolina, with twenty 
leaders as the executive committee. 
Considerable work has been done in the 
Southwest during the past few years. The 
ministry of Dr. Scofield at Dallas, Texas, 
was for a long time a ** burning and shining 
light,”’ and many results of that ministry are 
evident in the Southwestetn situation, Dr. 
Gaebelein conducts a ‘*Gulf Bible confer- 
’” at Galveston every year in connec- 
tion with the First Presbyterian Church. A 
meeting of the Southwesters Bible confer- 
ence was held in January at Shreveport, 
Louisiana, 


N the Northwest, Dr. B, F. Riley of 
Minneapolis is the key man at the center 
of an extensive pro In Detroit, 

Michigan, monthly Bible conference meet- 
ings have been conducted for several years, 
with Dr. M. W, Lau and Fred B. pend 
among the key men, 

The Rocky Mountain Bible e 
centers at Denver, Colorado, The follow- 
ing information is furnished by pastor Perry 
V. Jenness of the Twenty-third Avenue 
Presbyterian church of that city : The Rocky 
Mountain Bible Conference Association has 
been at work for about seven years. It has 
no complex organization, and no officers 
Save a treasurer, Its leaders are ministers 
and laymen, a group of perhaps a dozen. 
There is a weekly meeting for prayer and 
conference, * Those who desire to do so fast ; 
others do not. In these meetings the pro- 
grams of the conference sessions are made 
up, and much time is devoted to intercessory 
prayer. The meetings of the conference are 
monthly, and an eight-day session is held 
every September. Among the concrete re- 
sults of this work, a mission to the Jews of 
Denver is to be financed. Closely connected 
with the Rocky Mountain work, and offi- 
cered by the same people, a Bible confer- 
ence is held occasionally at Pueblo, Colorado. 

For the Pacific. coast, the Dibbe Institute 
of Los Angeles, with Dr. R, A. Torrey and 
T. C. Horton at iis head, is in a strategic 
position, ‘ands, of course, doing an secrete: 
ingly important work. An anaual Bible 
conference is held in the Institute for ten 
days or more., ‘There is also a conference 
held in Mills Valley, California, in the sum- 
mer by the Rockhurst Evangelistic Cam- 
paign. The denominations each hold an 
anuual conference at one of the beaches. in 
proximity to Los Angeles, where Bible 
teaching has an important place, although 
they are not designated as Bible confer- 
ences. 


AST year in Philadelphia a new phase of 
L the Bible conference movement came 
into view. Previously the conferences 

had been, for the most part, confined to the 
smaller cities and towns, and no real effort 
had been made to stir the great metropolitan 
centers. In February of 1913 God laid this 
burden for Philadelphia upon the heart of Dr. 
Frank W. Lange, General Secretary of the 
Philadelphia County Sabbath School Associa- 
tion, He sent for the writer of this article 
and asked him to assist in organizing a Bible 
conference that should “size up to the situ- 
ation,’’ and, if possible, secure the attention 
of the host of Bible students in Philadelphia, 
having particular reference to the twenty-one 
thousand Protestant Sunday-school teachers 
in that great city. After much prayer the 
Philadelphia Bible Conference Association 
was organized, being designated as an ‘* inter- 
denominational movement standing for the 
integrity and inSpiration of the Word of God, 
seeking to promote a systematic study of its 
fundamental doctrines, such as the person 
and work of the Lord Jesus Christ ; his deity; 
the need and efficacy of his atoning death ; 
the work of the Holy Spirit ; and other vital 
Christian truths.’’ An executive committee 
was organized. Preliminary conferences 
were held throughout the spring, summer, and 
fall, in various parts of the city, to announce 
and arrange for, and create an interest in, the 
main conference of November. Sixteen of 
the leading Bible teachers in the English- 
speaking world were brought to Philadel- 
phia, and, during the November conference 
period of two weeks about two hundred 
meetings were held in various sections of the 
city, and a tremendous impression was made 
upon the Christian community. The second 





When showering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


arrangements for it are already well under 
way. 

An immediate result of the Philadelphia 
Conference is seen in the recent organization 


in New York City of the New York Bible 
Study Association. Dr. Scofield is chair- 
man, and Charles C. Cook, the well-known 
publisher, is executive secretary. At this 
writing, preliminary conferences have been 
held with a view to a large main conference 
soon to be held. The New York Association 
has adopted the Philadelphia platform ver- 
batim. Dr. Scofield has said: ‘‘I believe 
that God has nsed the Philadelphia brethren 
to start a conflagration which will be world- 
wide in its extent, God, in these last days, 
through this Bible conference movement, as 
I believe, is about to give a new testimony 
to the divine character and power of his 
Word. We are to see, if our Lord tarry, a 
great revival of Bible study among the chil- 
dren of God.’ 

In the borough of Brooklyn there is a 
*¢Committee on Fundamentals’? which has 
for some time been holding monthly Bible 
conferences of great power and blessing, and 
this committee is co-operating with the new 
association for Greater New York. A 
monthly meeting has been conducted in lower 
New York also for a considerable period, by 
brethren calling themselves ‘* The Conven- 
ers,’’ and standing upon the same platform. 


F notable significance was the Interna- 
tional Prophetic Conference, meeting in 
February at the Moody Bible Institute 

in Chicago. Surprise was expressed in some 
quarters that among the signers of the call 
were the Moderators of the Northern Presby- 
terian and United Presbyterian General As- 
semblies, the presidents of two leading theo- 
logical seminaries and other prominent edu- 
cators. ‘*It is believed,’’ was stated in the 
call, ‘‘that the signers of this invitation are 
a guarantee that the conference will not offer 
an opportunity for modern prophets to ven- 
tilate their speculations, to fix dates, or to 
mark out a detailed program of the future ; 
but that, to incorporate the language of an 
earlier conference, the occasion will be used 
by studeénts of prophecy to give prominence 
to neglected truths ; to employ the true prin- 
ciples of Scripture interpretation; to warn 
: esent-day. apostasy; to awaken 
slumbering Christions ; to present the most 
majestic of all motives for world-wide evan- 
gelism ; to call attention to the doctrine of 
‘last things’ as a bulwark against the skep- 
ticism of modern theology ; .and to bring into 
closer fellowship all those who ‘love His 
appearing.’’’ Not for twelve years had 
there been a Prophetic Conference of this 
scope. It was reported in The Sunday 
School Times of March 21. | 
Philadelphia brethren particularly, and 
many Christians far and near, are rejoicing 
together in the prospect that, as a result of 
last November’s conference, there will soon 
be established in Philadelphia a Bible school, 
with Dr. C. I. Scofield at its head. It is felt 
that, in addition to the established theo- 
logical seminaries, Bible institutes, etc., there 
is great need of a Bible school in the eastern 
states such as is now planned, It has been 
decided that when $10,000.a year for three 
years, or $30,000 in all, shall have been 
provided, a suitable building will be rented 
in central Philadelphia, and so altered as 
to adapt it to the needs of the school. At 
this writing over $10,000 of the required 
amount has been secured. The institution 
will be called The Philadelphia School of 
the Bible. 


T is interesting to note, in connection with 
this enterprise, that the Rev. J. Stuart 
Holden is just now engaged in an effort 

to establish in London, England, a similar 
school, which he calls ‘‘ A training institute 
for young men and women who desire to 
prepare themselves for Christian work at 
home and abroad.’’ The object for the 
training institute is defined as being ‘‘ to help 
each student to that personal knowledge of 
the Scriptures and to the power of God 
which i is fundamentally essential to all fruitful 
service,’ 

The brethren interested in the to 
school have been deeply impressed also with 
the London enterprise, and have been en- 
gaging systematically in intercessory prayer 
for Mr. Holden and his proposed school. It 
is apparent that these two school proposi- 
tions on either side of the Atlantic Ocean are 
only fresh evidence of the working of God in 
this whole Bible-study movement, How else 
are the facts herein set forth to be explained ? 





annual conference of this Philadelphia or- 
ganization is to be held next November, and 
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CHILDREN’S DAY MUSIC 


Examine the following before adopting your music : 
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